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ARIES Hat one end defigned by God's sAll-difpofing Providence, sr 
Se. leading fo many of bis poor people inta thes Wildernef', was 
bh tolead them untoa diftintt difcerning and prablife of all the 
23 Wayes and Ordinances of bis Honfe according to Scriptures 
pattern, may [eeman Obfervation not to be despifed. That we are fit 
or vable for fo great a [ervsce, the fenfe of our own fieblemefs forbids we 
to thinks But that webave large and great opportunity for it, none will 
denye For, befides the ufeful Labours and Contemplations of many, of 
the Lords Worthies in other places, and in former times, contrebuting ta 
our Help, and fhewing our Principles to be neither novell ae peor, 
the advantage of Experience and Prattife, aud the occafion thereby given 
for daily fearching intothe Rule, is confiderable, And He that bath 
made the path of the-juft as the fhining light, ss wont fill to give 
nntothem further light, as the progrefs of their path reqnires further 
prattife, making his Word a Lanthorn to their feet, to fhew thems 
their way from flep to rep, though baply fometimes they may not fee far 
before theme I: #8 matter of bumbling to us, that we have made uo bet~ 
ter improvement of our opportunities this ways but fome FruitsGod 
hath given, and isto be prafed for. “* 

In former years, | while fundry of the Lords eminent Servants, 
nov at rejt from thew labour, were yet with ss, A Platform of Church- 
Difcipline, comprizing the brief fumme thereof, efpectally sm reference to 
the Conftitution of Churches (which was onr firft work, when we came 
into this Wilderne{i) was agreed upon by a Synod held at Cambridge, 
and publifhed tothe world: Fromwhich (as to the [ubftance therecf) 
we yet fee no caufe to recede, Some few particulars referring tothe 
Continuation and Combination of Churches, needed peta more ete. 
et 2 “ plice sods Y 
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The Preface : 
plicite ftating and reducing unto pratlife. For'thotigh the Principles 
thereof were included in what is already publifued, yet that there hath 
becn a defekt in prattife ( efpectally fince ofc tate years:there was more 
occafion for it) % 100 too apparent :“For the rectifying wheredf,- a more 
particular Explicaticn of the Dottrine,alfo about thefe things, % now 
neceffarye ' : én 

/n die hereunto, by the Cave and Wifdome of our Honoured Gene 
ral Court, calling upon all rhe Churches ofi thes: Colony, to, fend their 
Elders and Mefflengers, this Synod ‘was affeysbled;i who after earnef 
Supplications for Divine Affiftance, having confulted the holy Scriptures 
touching the Daeflions propofed to them, have proceeded tothe 4 
Lifue ; hoping that if. it. might feem met doth Father. of. Lights to, 
guide tke Churches. unto aright Onder ftandingvaud Practife of his Will 
m thefe things alfoythe beanty.of. Chrsft's wayes and Spiritual Kingdome 
among us would befeen infome more compleatne/s then formerlye,, For that 
which was the prayer of Epaphras for she Coloffians, ongét te be both 
the prayer and labour of us alls vizs.that we might ftand perf ct and 
compleat in allthe willof Gods, And we truft.s.s our fincere defire, 
that bis Willy alls Welly andnoching elfe but his Will, might be done 
among us. TotheLaw.and. tothe Teftimony we do whully referve 
our {elves and of any.thing vw the following Conclufions be indeed found 
not to {peak ascording thereunto, bet it be rejected. ' ' 

We are not ignoxayt that this oar Labour will. by divers, be diverfly 
cen[ured s fome will acconnt us too ftriél in the Voint of Baptifn, and 
orhers too laxe andlarge : Butlet the Scriptures bé Padge between us “ 
There are rwo things, the Honour whereof 1510 a. fpectal manner dear t. 
God, and which He cannot endure tobe wronged in; vile Hu Holinels, 
aud His Grace. The Seripture isofien. putting. usin minde how much 
the Lordloveth Holine{s, and that inbis Houfe, and in the holy Ordinate 
ces ther:of, and bow be abhorreth the contrary, Ma] 2.11. Pfal.93.56 
&-2,6- Levet1-44,45. Ezek:221266 & 4.4+7,8. dnd hence neuber 
dave we adm thofe unto the boly Table of the Lord, that are fore: of 
Scripture-qualifications for it vide. Ability 19 examine themfelves, 
and difcern the Lords body 5 Nor yet receive or,retain thofein Churche 
cftate, and own them asa part of the Loxds holy People, that are vifibly 
and nororion fly anbaly, wicked and propbane: {uch we are biddente, put 
aWay from among.us, 1:Cor. $i 36 and. therefire onghtmat to comune 

-. among 


ot 





to the Chriftian Reader. ; 

amongus. Neither may we adminifler Bapti[m to thofe whofe parents — 
are not under any Charch-power or. Government any where. Lo bapisxe 
uch, would betogivethe Istleand Livery to thofe that well nor bear the 
yokeof Chrifls Difciples, and to. put the boly Name f Godupon them, 
touching whom we can have no iolerable fecurity that they will be edu- 
cated in the wayes of Holine/s,.or inthe knowledge and practife of Gods 
holy Vill, Baptifiny which sathe Seal of Member flip ia the Church 
the Body of Chrift, and an engaging Sign, importing us to be the 
devoted Subjedts of Chrifty and of all hes holy Government, 75 not, 10 
be made a common thing, nor to be given to thofe, between whom and 
the God-lefs licentions world there is no viftble difference: Ties would 
be a provocation and. difhononr to the Holy One of Ifrael. 

On the other handy we finde m Scripture, that the Lord. ts very ten 
‘der of his Grace 3 that be delighteth to.rmanifest and magnifie the 
‘Riches of ity aud that he cannot endure any training or eclipfing 
thereof, which 1 both difhonourable unto God, and injurious unto 16M, 
‘Gal.2:216 Eph.2.7. & 3. 26,8. Rom 11.1,5. Acts 19. 10,11 
& tots 8 20.24,26,27. -dndin Special he ts large inthe Gtace 
of his Covenantwhich hemaketh with bis yiibleCharch and People, 
and tender of shaving the [ame [traitneds Hence when be takes any 
into Cuvemant, with bimfeif, be will not. only be their God, éxt the 
God of their feed after themin their generations, Gene/.17- 79» 
end al:bough, the apoflace wicked parent (that rejetteth God and 
bis Wayes) do cut off both himfelf and his Children after him, 
Exod.20. §. 8.34:.7. Yet the Mercy and Grace of the Covenant ts 
extendedtorhe fauhful and their feed unto a thoufand generations, 
if the [ucceffive purents do but inthe leaf? degree fhew themfelves to be 
lovers of God,.and keepers of bis Covenant and. Commandments, 
fo.as that the Lord will never reget them till they reject him, Exod.20. 
6, Deut.7-9« Pfal.10§.8,9. Rom,.11,16---22- Hence we dare not 
(wih the eAaupadebapisft ) exclude the Infant-clildren of the 
Faithful. from the Covenant, or from Membership sm the wrfible 
Church, and confequently not from Baptifnn the Seal shereof.... Nesher 
dare we exclude the fame children from Membe fhip (or put them out 
of she Church) owhen they.are grown up , while.they fo, walk, and 
atl ,- as 10 keep their. landing: m the Coyenant , and aa 


the fame, God, owns them flills, and they, dog 1m. forte, me ure 
own 
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The Preface 

own bim: God vejefts them nor, and therefore neither mdy we 3 and conn 
fequently theit Ehildren alfo are not toberejetted. Should we reject on 

exclude any of thefe, we fhould fhorten and flraiten the grace of God's 
Covenaut, more then God bimfelf doth, and be injurious to the Souls of 
men, by putting them from under thofe Difpenfations of Grace, which 
are lated aponthe vifible Church, whereby the children of God's vifible 
people are frccofively in their Generations tobe trained up for the K ing- 
dome of Heaven, (whither the Elett number [hall fiill be brought in the 
way of {uch means) and wherein he hath given unto Officers and Chure 
ches a folemn charge to take care of, and train up [uch, as ple of his 
frock y to that end; faying to them,as fometimesto Peter, If you love 
me, feed my lambs. Jn obedience to which charge we hope it #5, that 
we are willing and defirows (though with the inference of no fisall labour 
and burthentoonr felves) to commend rhefe Truths ta the Churches of 
— Chriffs that all the Flock, even the Lambs thereafy being duly flated 
wnder Paftoral Power, we might after a faithfull difcharge of our Duty 
to a - able to give up our account ancther day with joy and not 

with grief, Op Mb: ghey 

How hard it ts to finde and keep theright middle way of Truth in thefe 
things, ts known to all that are on ght acquainted with the Comroverfies 
there-about.. As we have learned and believed, we have Spoken; but 
net without remembrance that we are poor feeble frasl men, and theri= 
Sure defive to beconverfant herein with much humility and fear before 
God and man. We are not ignorant of variety of judgements cour 
cerning this Sulje 3 which notwithflanding, with all due reverence to 
Diffemers, after Religious fearch of the Scriptures, webave bere offered 
what feems tous to have the fulleft Evidence of Light from thence; if 
more may be added, and may be found contained in the Word of God, 
this {hall be no prejmdsce thereunto. Hence alfowe are farre from dee 
firs g that there flould be any rigoraws impoficion of the{> things (efpeci« 
ally as to what t more narrow therein, and more controver(al among godly 
men.) If the Honoured Court fee meet fo farreto adde their countes 
Fenance and concerrence, as to commend a feriows confideration hereof to 
the Churches, and to fecure thofe that can with clearne[s of judges 
went prath{e accordingly, from difturbance, that in this cafe may be 
Suffigient.” To tolerate, or t0 defiie a Tolevat on of danwnabie Hi. erefier, 
or of Subverters of the Fundamenta's of Faith or Order, weiean 
srreligions 





to the Chriftian Reader. 
ivreligions inconfiffency with the love of true Religion : But to bear one 
with another wm leffer differencesyalout matters of a more diffi.ult and con= 
trover[al nature, and more remote from the Foundation, aud wherein the. 
godly-wife are not bhke-minded, isa Duty necefjary tothe peace and wele 
fare of Religion, while we are in the flase of wfirmity. In fuch things kee 
not hima that prattifeth Gefpifehim th2e forbeareth, «m1 let not him that 
forbeareth jadge him that praétiferh, for God hath received him: 

But as we donot thus fpeak, from doubring of the Truth bere delivered - 
(Paul knows where the Truth lyes, and is perfwaded of it, R.m.14.34e 
yet he can lovingly bear a Diffemer, and in lke manner {hoald we) So 
we do in the bowels of Chri? Pefus commend the confideration of thefe 
things unto our Brethren in the feveral Churches. What ss here offered 
is farre from being any deciining from former Principles, it zs rather @ 
pur[wance thereof; for it is all included in, or deducsble from what we 
znammounfly profeffed and eyed in the: fore-mentioned Platform of 
Difcipline, many years fince. There it ts afferted, that Children are 
Church-members ; Thatthey have many priviledges which others 
(not Church-members) bave not ; and that they areunder Difcipline 
in the Church, chap.12./c€l.7+ and that-will infer the right of their 
children, they continuing 10 wath, orderly. end the other matter of 
Confociation, or exercife of Communion of Churches, # sargelp 
bela forih Chap.15. & 16. 

de may be an Objettion lying in the mindes of fome, and which many 
may defire a fuller Anfwper unto 5 That thefe things, or fome of them, 
are Innovations in our Church-wayes, and things which the Lora’s Wor- 
thies in New-England, who are now with God, did uever teach nor hold, 
and therefore why fhould we now, after fo many years, fall upon new 
Opinions and Prakifes ? Isnot this a declining, from our firft Purity, 
and a blameable Alteration? To this: sAlihough it were a fufficient 
Anfiver to fay, That in matters of Religion, not fomuch what hath been 
held or. prathjed, as what fhould be, and what the Word of God pre 
Scribes, ought to be our Enquiry and our Rule. The people in Nekemiah’s 
time are commended for doing as they found written in the Law, 
though fcorn the dayes of Jofhua the fon of Nan, unto that day, the 
children of Ifrael had not done fo, Nehem. 8.14, 17s, See the AG 
2 Chron.30.5,26. 2 Kings 23.20,22« they did not tye themfelvests 
former ufe and cuftome, bus'to the Rule of Gods written Word,, “honld 
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foould we. Intyas Thyatica’s praife, that their good works were more at 
the laft-then at the firft, Rev.2.19. The Lord's humble.and faithful. 
Servants are not wont to be forward to thiuk, themfelves perfec wm their: 
attainments, but defirons rather to make a progtels in the knowledge and. 
prattife of Goa's holy Will, If therefore the tings bere poopounded 
cowcerning the children of Chmrck-members., and the (onfociation of. 
Churches , be a part of the Willof God contained in the Scriptures, 
(as we hope the Difcourfe en{uing will fhew them to be) that dosh fuffici- 
ently befpeak thew entertainment, although they. bad not formerly been) 
held or heard of amongst us. Yet thismuff nor be granted thecontra- 
ry being the Truth, viz. that the Punts herein which may be moft, 
ferupled by fome, are known to have been the sadgement of the generar 
hity of the Elders of thefeChurches for many years, and of thofe that 
have been of moft eminent cfteem among use. AAs. (befides what was ber 
fore mentioned from the Platformof Dilcipline) may appear by the. 
following Teltimonies, from fundry Eminent and Worthy Minifters of 
Chriftin New-England, who are now with Gode 
' Fir(t, Touchsng the children of Courch-memberse. Jy. yon) 
Mr, Cotton bith this faying;. The Covenant and Blefling of 
‘Abrabam is that which we plead for, which the A poftle faith is 
come nponus Gentiles, Ga/,3.14. which admitteth the faithful and 
their Infant-feed, not during their lives, in cafe their lives fhould 
grow up to Apoftacy or open Scandal, but during their infancy, and 
fo long after as they fhall continue in a vifible profeilion of ihe 
Covenant and Faith, and Religion of their fathers: otherwile, if 
the Ghildren of the faithful grow up to Apoftacy, or any open Scan- 
dal, (as /flmacland Efan did) as they were then, fo fuch like now are 
to be caft out of the fellowship of the Covenant, and of the Seals 
thereof, Grounds and Ends of Baptifm of (hilaren, Pa106. fee aif 
P'1335134+°.-Againg The feed of the Ifraclites, though many of 
them were not fincerely godly, yet whileft chey held forth the pub- 
lick prof.fiion of God's people, Dew?.26.3---11. and continued un- - 
der the wing of the.C ovenant, and fubje@ion tothe Ordinances,they 
were till accounted an: holy feeds, E%ra 92+ and fo cheir Ghildren 
were partekers of Cireumcifion. ,. Yea further, though themfelves 
were fometimes kept -fiom the Lords Supper (the Paffeover) for 
fome or other uncleannefs,yct that debarred not their Ehildren from 
eee fy te: Circumcifion, 
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Cireumcifion. - Againft this may it not feem vain to ftand upon @ a 
difference between the Church of Iftael and our Churches of the 
New-Teftament — For the fame Covenant which God made with 
the National Church of Ifrzel and their feed, it isthe very fame for’ 
fubftance, and none other, which the Lord makes with any Conste- 
gational Church, and our feed. Q sary 9°" of Accommodation and Comes 
munion of “Presbyt, and Cungregais Churchess aud the fame for ful- 
france wih thofe Qraries, was delivered by himin 12. Propofitions, as 
Mr. Tho: Allen witneffeth in Epift. to the Reader before Trea’e of Co- 
yenant andthofe Quaries. Now in the 8 of thofe Propofitions he 
bath thefe words: The children of Church-members with us though’ 
baptized in their infancy, yet when they come toage they are not re- 
ceived to the Lords Supper, nor admitted to fellow fhip of Voting 
in Admiffions, Eleétions, Cenfures, till they come to profefs:their 
Faithand Repentance, and tolay hold of the Covenant of their pa- 
rents before the Church; and yet they being not caft out of the 
Church, nor from tke Covenant thereof, their Ehildren as well as 
themfelyes being within the Covenant, they may be partakers of the 
fit Seal of the Covenant. Laffly, (peaking to that Objection, That 
the Bapttfm of Infants overthrows and deftroys the Body of Chrift, 
the holy Temple of God; and that in timeit will come to confilt 
of natural and carnal Members, and the power of Government reft 
inthe hands of the wicked. He Anfwers, Tlat this puts a fexr 
where no feat is, or a cauflefs fear. And in profecation of this An| wer 
he hath thefe words; Let the Primitive Practife be reftored to its 
purity, (vit,that due care be taken of baptized members of the Charch 
for tzeir fitting for the Lords Table) and then there will be no 
more fcar of peltering Churches with acarnal generation of mem- 
bers baptized in theirinfancy, then of admitting @ carnal company 
of hypocrites confefling their Faith and Repentance in the face of 
the Congregation. Eitherthe Lordin the faitbfulnefs of his Co- 
yenant will {anétifie the hearts of the baptized Infants tu prepare 
them for his Table, or elfe he will difcover their hypocrifie and pro- 
finenefsin the prefence of bis Church before men and Angels, and 
fo prevent the pollution of the Lords Table, and corruption of the 
Dilcipline of the Gburch by their partaking in them. Grounds and 
Ends of Baptifm, ce Po t61,163. See alfo Holnefs of Charch- 
@ memvlerss 
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members, Pp. 41,915§6,57,63,87- Bloody Tenent walled, p.44,78. 

Myr.Hooker faith, Suppofe a Whole Congregation fhould confift’ 
of {uch who were children to Parents now deceafed who were cons 
federate, their children weré trué members according to the Rules. 
of the Gofpel, by the profeifion of their fathers Covenant, though 
they fhould not make any perfonaland vocal expreffion cf their en+ 
gagement asthe fathers did. Survey, parti. p. 48. <dgam, We 
maintain according totruth,that the believing parent covenants and: 
corfeffeth for himfelf and his pofterity, afd this covenanting then. 
and now isthe fame fur the kinde of it. Part 3. pe25+ See p,17, 
18.@ parts. p.69,76,77. <dndin the Preface, fetting down fundry 
things, wherein be confents with Mr, R. he expreferh thie for one, thet 
~ Tofants of yifible Churches born of wicked parents, being members 
of the Church,oughtto be baptized. In thele ( /airh'4:) and feveral - 
otzer particulars, we fully accord with Mr... And Part 3. p.11% 
It isnortthen the Queftion, whether wicked members while-they are : 
tolerated fi, fully in the @burch they and their children may partake 
of the Priviledg:s? for this is beyond queftion, nor dol know, nor 
yet ever heard it denied by any of ours. . 

Mr. Philips, (peaking of a people madc partakers of Gods Cove 
nant, and all the priviledges outwardly belonging thereto, 4: {aith, 
Themfelvesand all rhat ever proceed from them,contitue in the fame. 
ftate, paretits and children facceffively, { tong as the Lord continues 
the courfe-of his Difpenfation; rior ¢an any alteration befallthem, | 
whereby thiseftate is diffolved, but fome apparent act of Gad break- 
ing themoff fromhim. Rzply, p.126. (gain, [peaking of that Ho~ 
hwef, 1 Cor.7.14.. he fath, 1 take it of feederal holinefs, whereby 
the children are with the believing parents taken by God to be his, 
and by him putunder his covenant, and fo they continue whenmen. 
of years,though they never ave any furthergrace wrought in them, 
nor haye any other {tate upon them, then what they had when they 
were born. /éid.p 131. Again, a company becore or are a Church, 
either by conveifion ond initial conftimution, or by continuance cf 
the fan:c conftituted Churches luccellively by propagation of mem- 
bers, who all are bornin the Church-ftate, and under the covenant 
of God, and belong unto the Chiurch,and are a Church facceflively 
fo.loag as God fhail continue his beeun d.fpenfation;eyen as well d& 
a6 fully as the firlt,, Ibid. Pe t 450 Mr 
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Afr. Shepard in Defence of the Nine Pofitions, p143— bath thes : 


expre/fion, Concerning the Infants of Church-members,they are fub-._ 
ject ro Cenfares whenfoever they offendthe Church, as others are, - 


though fo long asthey liye innocently they need them not. 4nd m 
the year 1649. not three moneihs before bis Deathsbe wrote unto a friend 
a large Letter ( yet extant nuder bis own Hand) concerning the Aderm- 
ber {hip of Children, wherein be proveth by fundry Arguments that they 


are Members, and anfwererh fnndry Objections againft it, and fhemeth . 


at large what great good there is in ghildren’s Mecibernip: In 
which Difcourfes he agferteth, Thatas they ate Members in their in- 
fancy, fo they continue Members when they ere,grown up, till for 
their wickednefs they be caft out ; and that they being Members, 
their feed fucccflively are Members alfo, until by Diffolution or Ex- 
-on M nication they be un€hurched : Thatthough they are Mem- 
bers, it follows not that they muft come to the Lords Supper, bt 
they muft fistt appear able to examine themfelves, and difcernthe 
Lords Body: That the €hildcen of godly parents, though they do 
not mauifeft frich in.the Gofpel, yet they ate to be accounted of 


Gods Church, until they pofitively rejeét the Gofpel, Xom.t1. That 


this Memberfhip of fhildren hath no tendency in it to pollute the 
Church, no more then in the Old Teftament, butisa means rather 
of the contrary ; And that there isas much danger (if not more) 
of the degenerating and apoftatizing of Churches gathered of pros 
felling Believers, as of rhofe that rife out of thefeedof fuch, -'% 

Mr. Prudden m a Letter to a friend writen in the year 1651. doth 
plavaly expre/s it to be his judgement, That the Ghildren of church- 
members, are Members, and fo have right to have their Ghildren 
baptized though themfelves be not yet admitted to the Lords Supper. 


L11s words are thefe : Touching the defire of fach Members children as defire to 


have their children baptized, it is a thing that I do not yet hear practifed in any of our 
Churches. But for my own Part, Iam inclined to think, that it cannot juftly be denied, 
becaute their next Pdrents (however not adaritted to the Lords Supper) arid as compleat 
Members of the Church, within the Church Govenant, and -fo acknowledged that they 
might have rightto Baptifm Now they. being in Covenant, and ftanding Members, their 
Children allo are Members by virtue of their Parents Covenant atid Memberthip, as well 
as they themfelves were by virtue of their Parents Covenant and Memberthip 5 And they 
ave not renounced that Covenant, nor are juftly cenfured for breach of that Cove- 

nant, but do own ic and profes it, and by virtue of it claim the priviledge of jtto their 
Children. Then he puts this bis Argument into form thus: Thole Children who are withia 
the Covenant of the Curch, and {0 Members of it, Bipiifm cannot be denied onto, But 
Me Udcerin quettion are within the Covenant of the Church, and fo Members of it. 
bereture Buptiiin cannot be denied untothem. The Affumption is provedthus: The 
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Children of {uch Parents as are within the Covenant of the Church, and fo Membets of 
the Charch, are themfelves within the Covenant of the Church, and fo Members ot ir, 
But the Children in queftion are Children of fuch Parents as are in Covenant, and fo 
Members of the Church, «Therefore they are fo themfelves, The Propofition is clear, 
becaufe the Parents. Covenant for themfelves, and for their Children, Dext.29. 10,— 16. 
Ezek.16.8,13- And God accepts both, Gen.1 7.12513. the whole Nation is faderally. 
holy; Ezyag.2. they are expretly faid to be in Covenant with their fathers, Dent 29. not 
partly or partially in Covenant, Rom.9.2,4- AGs 2.39. and God ftyles himfelr their God 
as well as their fathers, Gen.17-97,8,9. and to have Gud to be our ‘God, is to be in com- 
pleat Church+Covenant with him. The Affumption is evident, becaufe elfe fuch their Pa- 
rents had not had right to Baptifm the Seal of the Covenant,bure that they had right unto,. 
aad to received it 5 and the fame right that they had, their Children have, who are in- 
cluded iatheir Covenant, as they were in their fathers——— and are not lefs truely or 
tefs compleatly in Covenant. ; 


Laffly, (to adde no morc) Afr. Nath. Rogers, ina Letter to a 
Friend, bearing date 18.1%, 1652. hath thefe words: To the Quetion: 
concerning the Children or Church-members, I have nothing tooppofe, and I wonder 
uy tlould deny them tobe Memberse They are Members in cenfu Ecclefiaftice 3 God fo 
calls them, the Church is fo to account of them: And when they are adulie etatis;thouph: 
having done ‘no’ perfonal a&t, yet are tobe in Charity judged Members {till, and till 
after due calling upon, they thal! refule or negle& to acknowledge and own the Covenant 
of their Parents, and profeis their belief of, and fubjeion to: the contents therecf-__—. 
For Practtife, I confels Laccount it our great default, that we have madeno more real 
ditinétion between thele and others, that they have been no more attended, as the Jambs 
of the Flockof Chrift : aad whether it be not the caule of. the corsuption and woeful de- 
fe-iion of our youth, di i/quiri permittinms, 

So that it was the judgement of thefe Worthies m their time, that the 
children of Church-members are members of the Church as vrell as their 
parents, and do nat ceafe 10 be members by becoming adult, but do frill con= 
tinue inthe Church, untillin fome way of God they be caff out ; and that 
they are [ulyect to Church-difcipline, even as other members, and may 
have their children baptized before themfelves be received 10 the Lords 
Supper: and yet that mm thas way theve ws no tendency to the corrupting 
of the Church by unworthy members, or of the Ordinances by unwertiy 
partakerse  Andin the Synod herd at Cambridge in rhe year 1648. 
that particular point of Baptizang the children of fuch as were admitted 
members in minority, but not yet in fell communion, was inferted mn fome 
of the draughts that were prepared for that Affembl;, and was then dt- 
buted and confirmed by the tke Arguments as we now ufe, and was pence 
rally confented to ;, thongh becanfe {ome few diffented,and there was not the 

Like urcency of occafion for prefent prattife , it was not then put into the 
Platform chat was after Pristed. We need not mention the Mecting 
of Eldersat Bolton “pon the Call of the Honowred Court in tbe year 
3657. where in An{wer to XXI. Queftions, fine Printed, 1 ts “Poze 
particularly afferted. By oll which it appearet!, that thefe are nat 
things laiely devifed, or Lefore unheard-of, nor can they gufily be cenfured 

as 











to the Ghi.Han Reader. 


as Innovations or Declenfions from the received Dottrine in New- . 
England. Lt és true, that in the beginning of thefe Plantations, and the 
Fnfancy of thefe Churches there was not [o much f aid touching thefethings 
as there hath been fince 3 and the reafon 18, Becau[e then there was notthe 
like ocaufion as fince hath been: Few children of Chirch-members being 
then adult, at leaft few that were then married, and had children, Ac 
cordingly, when a Deftion was put about the priviledges of Members 
children, when come ta years, thefe Churches then baying been but of few 
years ftanding, our Anfiver was, That by reafon of the Infancy of thee 
Courches, we bad then had no occafion to determine what to judge or pra~ 
fhrfe in that matters An{wer to. the stand 6 of 32. Queftions:. 
which may fatufie as the Reafon why in onr firft besnnings there was no. 
more (aid touching thefe Queftions.. But afterwards, when there was more 
canfe for it, many of the Elders in thefe Churches, both fuch as ave now. 
living, and [andry who are now deceafed, did declare thew judgements 
as aforefaid, and this many years agoe ; 

Secondly, Touzhing Confociatson of Charcker, take thefe few Te- 
ftimonies, in fead of many more that might b: alledged. é 
Mr. Cotton, Keyes, p.54,55. It isa fafe and wholfome and holy. 
Ordinance of Chrift, for particular Churckesto joyn together in 
holy Covenant,or Communion & Confociation among themfelves, 
to adminifter all their Church-affairs (which are of weizhty, and 
difficult and common concernment) not without: common confulta- 
tion and confentof other Churches about them. And how it fo, 
he there [hewe: bin ull the particulars. See alfo P>24,25.47 JO 
Mr. Hooker, Survey, fee part 4. p,1,2- & pag 5» Auden the Pre- 
face he profejJeth brs confent with Afr. R. That Confociation of: Chus- 
ches is not only law ful,but in fome cafes neceffary: That when caules. 
are difficult,and particular Churches want light and belp they fhould’ 
crave the afliftance of fich a.Coafociation. That Churches fo 
meeting have right to Counfel, Rebuke, c. as the cafe doth require. 
And in cafe any particular Church fhall walk pertinacioufly, either 
in the'prof. lion of Errour or finful Pragtife, and will noc bear their 
counfel, they may and fhould renounce the right haud of fllowfhip 
with them. And after ve fets down rhis of Confociaticn of Churches - 
amony st other things, where ke had leave to profefs the joynt Judge- 
ment of al the Elders upon the River; of N:w-bavea, Gui ford, . 
Ad lferds Stratford, Ear flay and moft of ie Eiders inthe Bay. by 
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“which it ts clear, that this point of Confociatron of Churches isuo new ina 
vention of thefe times, but was taught and profeffed m New-Ergland. 
many years agot, for (owt was we foc in Mr. Hooker's time, anaut is 
now above fificen years fince be departed this hfe. 

To thefe of our own Minifters, we fhall only adde a paffage in the 

Apologetical Narration of Dr. Goodwyn, Afr. Nye, 447. Sidrach 

-Simpfon, 47, Burroughes, and Mr. Bridge; whereim, befides much 
more to his purpofe, touching the Remedy provided in the Congregational- 
way fur mal- Admin:ftrations,or other mifcarciages in Churches, p.16—~ 
—.21. They fet it down'(n p.2%.) us their paft ana prefent Profeffion, 
That it % the moft'to be abhorred Maxime that any Religion hath 

_ ever made profeffion of, and therefore of a)] otherthe moftcontradi- 
Gory and difhonourableunto chat of Chriftianiry. that a fingle and 
Particular Society of men, profefling the Name of Chrift, and pre- - 
tending to'be endowed with a Power'from Chrift, to judge them 
that are of the fame Body and Society within themfelyes, fhould 

_ further arrogate unto themfelves an exemption from giving account, 
or being cenfarable by any other, either Chriftian Magiftrare above 

them, or Neighbour-Cburches' about them, See 2//e A47sBurroughes 

Heart-Divif. ‘pag 43,47. 

Brethren, bear with us: Were it for ou own Saker, or Namesyor [n= 
tere/ls, we fhoutdnce ‘be [clicitons tobeg Charity of zou. Withusitisa 
forall thing to be judged of man’s day. Bui it ts for your fakes, for 
your children’s (ake, and forthe Lord’s fake, that we intreat “fur a tha 
ritable, candid, and confiderate A cceptation of onr labour bereine tt ts 
that the Congregations of the Lord might be eftablithed before Him is 
Truth and Peace, and that'they might have one heart and one Way in. 
the fear of God, forthe good of them and of their childrenafter 
‘them. Doweteremn [tek our felves ?’ our own advantage, eafe er glory ? 
Surely we feel the contrary! What -% it we defire, but that we might do 
our utmoft to Carry your poor Childrento Heaven; and that we might [ee 
thefe Churches bound up together in the Bonds of Truth and Peace? For- 
give usthis wrong. But fhould the Charck-cducation of your children 
be by the want of your hearty concurrence, rendred either unfeizib Cer ins 
WAGLLLE Tould they live as Lambs in alarge place, for want «f yor 
agreement to own them of thelock, we befeech you 10 confider bow una 
comfiriable the account hereof wauld be another day. We pray withthe 
Apofiie, that you do no evil, not that we fhould appear a pares 
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but that you fhould do that which is good and right, though we be 
rejected. For we can do nothing againit the truth, but for the truth 
and this alfo we with, even your perfegtion, 2 (ore 13. 78,9. How- 
ever, we bope after-ages will bear witne{s, that we have been in [ome 
meafure fathfulto the Truth in thefe things, and torhis part of Chrifis 
Kingdome allo mour generation. 

But ve may not let pals thie opportunity, without a word of Cantion 
and E xhortationto the Youth of the Country, the Ghildren of oxr Chur- 
ches, whofe Intereft we have here afferted. Be not you puffed up with Pri- 
viledges, bat humbled rather, in the awful fenjeof the Engagewent, Duty 
and Danger rhat doth attend them: 10 is ankigh favour i gvea place 
in Bethel, in the houfe of God, and inthe gate of Heaven ; but it 12 
Dreadful place: Godwillbe fandtified sn alltharcomenighbim. A_ 
place nigh unto God (or among his people who are near to him,Pf148.14) 
isa pluce of grent fear, Pfa.89.7. Take heed cher eforeunto you? fe'vess 
when owned as the people of the Lord: your God, (Derr.27.9,10. ») 
left there fhould be among you @ny root that beareth gall and worm- 
wood. Take heed that you donot ni:b.a [piritof pride and baughtines, , 
or of Vanity and fughine/s,either challenge wr ufe any of your Priviledgese 
Think not tobear the Name of Chriflians, without bearing the Yoke of 
Chrif, Remember, that all Relations 1oGod andto his people, do come 
laden with Dury ; aad allGofpel-duty muff be done in humility. Fhe 
wayes of the Lord are right, and the bumble aud ferioxs fhall walk in 
thew, but proud Tranfgreffors fhall fall. therem. Be notfons of Belial, 
that can bear no yoke: Learn {uly Etsonto (rifts kaly Gavernmeent in all 
the parts ard wayes thereof. Be fubjett to your godly Parents : Be [ubsect 
10 your Sburttual Fathers and Paftors, and .to all shew inflruttions, da-- 
monitions and Exhortatins: Be fabjett unto faithfulBrethren, and to 
words of counfel and belp from: them: Ye younger, fubmit your felves - 
anto the elder ; and torhat end, be clothed wah humility. Lye au- 
der thé Ward and Willof Cor ft, -as.dijpenfed and conveyed to you by alt 
his.appointed Lafiramer ts mm the-r refpettive places, Break not in upon 
she Lori's Table (ur upon the Priviledges of full Communion) witho.t ° 
due qualification, and orderly admition thereunto, left jow eat: and 
drink your own damnation. Be ordered and take not upon you to or- 
der the aff.irs of Gods Family 5 that is not the place of thofe who ate 
yerbit inthe flateof Initweton and Eéucationin the (hb rch of Gods 
Carry it ta al thinzs w tha Spas f humility, wre fbricFon’ 
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fear, that our folles may not weep xn fecret for your pride , and that God 
may no! velit G reje& you as a generation of bis wrath. Oh that the 
‘Lord would pour owt aS purit of Hum tration > Repentance upen all the 
pounger fort wa the Cauntry,( yea Cr upon elder too, for our ueghetts) from 
‘Danto Beerfheba! Ob that we might meet at Bothim, becanfe fo mas 
ny Canaanies of anfubdued, yea growing corruptions are found among He! - 
Let it not be {asd shat when the firfl & beft generationia New-England 
were gathered to their fathers, there arofe'another generation after 
them that knew not the Lord. Bebold, the Lord-had a delight in your 


fithersto loye them, and he bath chofen you their feed afcerthem, 10 | 


enjoy thefe Liberties G Opportunitiesyas it ts thes day : Circumcife there- 
fore the fore-skin of your hearts, and be no more ftiff-necked, but 
yield your felves tothe Lord, and to the Order of HisSandtuary,"0 feck, 
fim,and wait on lim in all bis wayes with holy fear and tremb.ing : for the 


Lord your God ts gracions and merciful; and will not turn away hys face ‘| 


from you, sf you return unto him ; if you [eek bins he will be found of you, 
but if, you forfake him, he will caft you off for evere 

We {hall couclude, when we have given the Reader a hort account of the 

Work enfuing. The Propofitions in Aufwir co the finlt Queftion, were 


( ofier mush difcuffion and confideration from the Word of Goa) Voted and — 
Concluded by the Affembly in the particular terns 4s they are bere expref= 


| feds The Arguments then ufed for their Confirmation, being drawn up 
by fome deputed thereuntoyafier they bad been feveral times read and con- 
fidered im the Affembly, were Voted and Confented to, asto the fumme 
and fabftance :heresf, The Anfwer to the fecond Queftion % bere given 
with great brevuy, partly becaufe fo much ws already [aid therc-about in 
the forefaid Platform of Difcipline, and partly by realon of great firaits 

of time: But what is here prefented was the joyntconclufion of the Sy- 
nod. eA Preface was defired by rhe eAffembly to be prefixed by fome 
appointed therennto, which ws bere accordingly by them performeds 





Now the God of truth & peace guide us © all his people in the waye'y> 
give us the fruits thereof ;help sto feed his flock and kis lambs,c> tobe ted 
by him as the {hep of kis pafture,that when the chief-Shepherd fhall ap- 
pear,ive may receive together a Crown of glory that fadcth not away, 
ch may enter tato the poy of onr Lordyas thofe that hgve neither defpifed bis 
little ones or denied to be our Brother’skeeper: But having faithfully ene | 
devoured to promote the continuation of his K ngdom,c> Communwn of his 

peoplesmay Ref? & Reign with all Saints in the kingdew of his glory. Unto }) 
whom be glory inthe Church by Chrift Jefus throughout all ages 
world without end, 
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oF THE ELDERS 44ND OTHER 
MESSENGERS 


of the Churches, Affembled at Bofton 
in tne Year 1662, 


T O 
Tie Queftions Propounded to them by ORDER of the 
Honoured GENERAL COURT. 


Quek, 1. FRE 
Anw: 3 ¢ Anjwer may be given in the fol- 
f1 lowing propofitions, briefly confirmed 
EAS . from the Scriptures. 
1 They that according to Scripture , are Members of the 
Vifible Church, are the [ubjetts of Baptifme. 

2 The Members of the Vifible Church according to forip~ 
sure are Confederate vsfible Belsevers,m particular Church- 
es, and their infunt-[eed, i. €. children i minority, whofe 
next parents, one or both, are m Covenante 

3 The Infant-feed of confederate viftble Belrevers are 
members of the [ame Church with their parents, and when 
grown up, are perfonally under the watch, difciplne and Go- 

_perument of that Church. 

4. Thefe Adult perfons, are not therefore to be admitted 

co full Communion meerly becanfe they are and continue 
B 


Sy. <i. the Subjetts of Baptifm? 
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[2] 
members , without fuch further qualifications, a: the Word of 
God requireth theranto. ; 

§ Charch-members who were admitted in minority, under~ 

ftanding the Dattrine of Faith, aud publickly profesjing theig 

_ affent rheretos not feandalous in life, and {viemnly owning 
the Covenant before the Charch, wherin they give up themfilves 
and their children to the Lord , and [alyett themfelves to the 
Government of Chrift in the Church their children are to be 
Baptifed. 

6 Such Churck-members,who either by deathsar fome other 
extraordinary Providence, bave been inevitably hindred from 
publick ating as aforefaid, yet have &iven the Church caufe 
in judgment of charity , to look at them as fo qualified , and 
fuch as had they.been called therexnto, woud have fo abled y 
their children aretobe Baptifed. 

7 The members of Ortaodox Churches, being fiand in the 
Faith, andnot [candalous in life, and prefenting due teftime 
ny thereof s thefe occafienally, coming from one Church to 
another , may have their children Baptifed in the church 
whither they come, by virtue of exmmunion of churches : 
but if they remove their habitation, they ought ordérly to co- 
venant and [ubjett themfelves to the Government of Chrift 
in the charch where they fettle their abode , and [o their 
chld-en to be Baptifed. It being the churches duty to 
receive {uch unto communion, fo farr as they ave regulars 


ly fit for the fame. 


The Confirmation of thefe Propofitions from the Scripture’ 
followeth, 


é Propofition First. 

They that according to Scriptzre are members of the vifible 

Church, are the [i ubjetls of Baptifme. 
The trueth hereof may appear by the following evidences 

from the word of God. 

t- When Chriftfaith, Go ye therefore and teach, or (as 
the Greek is) aifciple'n Nations, Baptifing them +N at.28.19 
he 
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[3] 
he expreffeth the adequate fubjeét of Baptifme, to be di/cipier, 
of d:jctpled onese But d:{ciples there is the fame with members of 
the viftble church : 

For the vifible Church is Chrifts /chool, wherein all te mem- 
bers ftand related and fubje&ted to bim , as their Mafter and 
Teather, and fo are his jcholars or eae » and under his 
teathing, as verfe20. Andit isthat vifible fpiritual Kingdome 
of Chrift, which he there from his Kingly power, cer: 18. fend- 
ech them to fet upand adminifter in wr: 19. the fubje&s where- 
of are under his Lawes and Government: verfe20. Which 
fibjects (or members of that Kingdome :, e. of the vifible Ghurch) 
Piva casentae felt (ally (as ver[e 19. Alfo inthe Aéts of the A poftles 
(the ftory of their accomplifhment of that commifflion) difisples 
are ufually put for members of the vifitle churc: eA4éts 1.15 In 
the mids of the difiiples: who with others addedtothem, are 
called the church, Als 2:47: The members whereof are again 
called difciples , Ads 651,2. Abs 938 ,----- againft the dif- 
ciples of the Lord, i.e againft the church of CL Fae a Oe 6 in) 


Gal.t.13 Atls 9 26 He affayed to ziyn himfeif to the dif- - 


ciples, The difcples at Lyfira, Iconivm and eAntwch, Aas 14 
21.22 are called the church in each of thofe places cerfe 23 
So the church verfe27 the difciples verfe 28.Acs 18.22 the 
coarch at (clarea; As 21.16 the d:fitples of Cefareu: So Ads 
18°23 with chap. 15.43. and Gal.1.2- Acts 18.27 and 
crap. 20 4. with cere 17.28. From all which it appeareth 
that afciples in Mat.28.19 and members of the vifible caurch 
are termes equivalent : and difciples being there by Chrift bim- 
felfe made the fubje&ts of ShichS. it follows that the members 
of the vifible Churéh are the fubjects of baptifme. 

2. Baptifm is rhe (eal of firft entrance or admiffion ingo the 
vifible church ; as appeareth from thofe texts 1 Cor: 12:13. 
Ba; tifed into one body, is our entrance into the body or Ehucch 
of Chritt, is fealed by Baptifme : and Rom ; 63,5 Ga/.3:27, 
where it is fhewed that Baptifme is the Sacrament of union OF 
of mg: afting into Chrift the head, and confequently into the 
fhurch bis body &from the Apoftles coftant practife in baptifing 

B2 perfons 





[¢] 

perfons upon their firft comming in, or firft giving up themfelves 
totheLordandthem. (458.12. & 16.15,33- @ 18.8. and 
in Acts 2.41,42 . they were baptized at their firft adding tothe 
thurth, or admiffign into the Apoffles fellow{hip, wherin they af- 
terward continued. - And from its anfwering unto circum- 
cifion , which was a feal‘of initiation or admiflion into the 
fhurth; Hence ir belongs toall and onely chofe that are 
entredinto, that are within, cr that are members of the yifible 
Sharth. ‘ 

3- They that according to Scripture are members of the vii 
bie Char. 4, theyare.in Coresant. For it is the Covenant that 
conttituteth the Chur€h, Deut 29. 12,13. They muft-enter in- 
so covenant, that they might be e/tablifhed the pecp e or Churéh of 
God, Now the initiatory feal is affixed to the Covenant. 
and appointed to run parallel therewith, Gen. 17.7; 9,10; 116 
fo circumcifion was: and hence called the covenant Gem. 17+ 130 
Acis 7.8. and fo Baptifme is, being in like manner annexedro 
the promife or Covenant, Acts 2.38,39s and being the feal that 
anfwereth to circumeifion ; Co/: 2. 13,12. 

4.  Chrift doth Santtifie and cleanfe the Church by the walhing 
of water,ie,by Baptilme Eph.§.25.26 Thereforethe whole Churth 
and fo all the members thereof ( who are alfo faid in Scriprure to 
be Santtified in Crit Pefus, « Cor2t.2. ) are the fubjeats of Bap- 
tifme: And although it isthe wzfible ch: rsh,unto the fpiritual 
andeternall good whereof, this and all other. Ordinances laftly 
baye re{pect , and which the place mentioned in Ephzs, may in a 
fpecial mafier look. unto,yer itis the vifble Church that is.the 
nextand immediate fubject of the adiminiftration thereof. 

For the fubyect_ of vifible external.ordinances to be adminiftred 
by men , muft needs be vifible. And fo the Apoftles Baptized 
fundry perfons, who were of the vifible, bur not of the invifible 
Churth, as Simon Magus, Ananias and Sapphira, and others. 
And thefe are vilibly Purchafed and Santtitied by. the bloud of 
Chrift, he Bloud of the covenant, Acts 2>.28.Heb 10.29. There- 
fore the vifible feal of the covenant and of ¢leanfing by Chrifts 
bloud belongs to them. 

5+ The 





5] 

5+ The Circumeifion is often put for the whole Fewill Church 
or for the members of the vifible Church under the Old Teftanente 
Thofe wichin are expreffed by [ the circumcifed| and thofe 
without by [ the uncircumci(ed. | Rom: 154 8. & 3. 30. Eph: 2 
11, Judg:14. 3. K1§.18.184 0214.6 R17.26, 36.) er 9,25,25e 
Hence by propcrtion Baptifme(whichis our Gofpel circumcifion, 
Col:2.11,12-) belongs to the whole vifible Church under the 
new Teftament. Actual and perfonal circumcifion was in- 
deed proper to the males of old, females being but inclufively and 
virtually circumcifed, and fo. counted of the circumcifion : but the 
Lord bath taken away thatdifferencenow,and appointed Bap- 
tifme to be perfonally applied to-borh fexes: 74 :8.12. 7 16. 
15. Gal: 328, So that every particular member of the vifible 
Church is nowa fubje& of Baptifme. We conclude therefore 
that Baprifme pertaines tothe whole vifible Churéh, and: to- all 
and every one therein, and tono other. 


Propofition 24. 


The members of the vifible Church according to S cripture; are confe- — 
derate yifible beer ers,n particular Chur res,and their infant-[ceosi,€, 
children im maunority, whofe next parents, one or boiby ave in Covc~ 
NANT 

Sundry particulars are comprifed'in this propofition, whith 
wee may Confider and confirme diftinaly. 

Adult perfons who are members of the vifible Church, are by Partie: Xe’ 
rule confedera'e vifible beleevers: Abts: §. 140 believers were ad- ; 
dedto the Lard The belicving Corinthians were members of 
che Chur€h there 4és 18:3: with 1 Cort. 2. @ 12.27. The 
in‘criptions of the Epiftles written to Churches, and calling the 
members thereof Sa nts, and fuithfall, fhew the fame thing, Eph 
¥.1. Phi 1.1. Col, te2. And that confederation, 1,¢. covenant- 
ing explicite or implicite, [rhe latter prefervett: the effence of 
confederation, the former is daety and moft defireable ) isnecef- 
fary to make onea member of the vifible ChurEh, appears: 1. Be- 
caufe. the. Churth is conflitated by Covenant: forthere is 
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‘between Chrift and the Charth the mutuall engzgement and re- 


lation of King and fubjeéts, busband and fpoufe; tbis cannot be 
but by Covenant (internall, if you {peak of the invifible Chu €h, 
external of the vifible ) a fhurth is a company that can fay, God 
is our God and we are his people; this isfrom the covenant be- 
tween God andthem, Went 29, 12,1 3, E%ek: 16,8, 3. The 
fharth of tteold Teftament was the &hurfh of God by covenant 
Gai:17, Deat29 and was reformed {till by renewing of the cove- 
nant 2chrom1§,12-& 23,16:c% 34,3132: Neb 9 38: Now 
the hurthes of the Gentiles under the new Teftament ftand up- | 
on the fame bafis or root with the &hurth of the Old Teftament,& 

therefore are conftituted by Covenant,asthat was Rom: 11.17. 
18. Eph: 2 11,12,19 & 3:6. Heb: 8:10, 3. Baptifme enters 
us into the Churéh Sacramentally, i, ¢, by fealing the Covenant. 
The Covenant therefore is that whi€h conftitutes the Churth and 
inferrs memberfhip, and is the Vow in Baptifme commonly {po- 


* ken of. 


The members of the vifible Church are [uch as are confederate in 
Particular Churches. It maybe minded that we are here f{peak- 
ing of Members fo ftated in the vifible Churgh, as that they are 
Subjects to whom Churfh ordinances may regularly be admini- 
ftred, and that according to ordinary difpenfation. For were it 
Sraunted that she Apofties and Evangelifis did fometimes Baptize 
1uth, as were not Members of any Particular Cbu:th, yet their 
extraprdinery office, large Power and commiffion renders them 
not imitable therein by ordinary Officers. For then they might 
Baptize in private without the prefence of a Chriftian affemblie, 
as ‘Philip did the Eunuch,  Butthat in ordinary difpenfation 
the Membersof the vifible Church according to Scripture, are 
fugh as are Members of fome particular Churth, appeares, 1. Be~ 
caufe the vifible beleever that profeffedly Covenants with God, 
doth therein give up himfelfe to wait on God in all his ordinances. 
Deut 26:17, 18. AZath:28,19,20. Butall the Ordinances of God 
are to be enjoyed onely in a particular Churtéh. For how often 
do we find inthe Scripture that they came sogether into one place 
(or met as a congregational particular Chur€h) for the obfer 
vation aad enjoyment of the Ordinances. .4és:2:1, 44,466 
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4,30: S 11626. GS 20:7. 1 Cor §: 4. @ 11.18.20: 33 
& 14: 23. 2. The Apoftie in bis Epiftles writing 
to Saints or Beleevers, writes to them as in particular Churchese 
I Cort: 2. E ph: Tet. PhilianicColi.2. And whenthe ftory of. 
the Acts {peakes of Difciples other places fhew that thofe are un- 
derftood to be embers of particular Chur hes, ABs 18.23. with 
Gal: 1:2. as 21:16. wich Chap: 18:22° 4é45:41.26. 14: 22, 
23,27,28. All whith fhewes that the Scriprure acknowledgeth 
no fettled orderly eftate of vifible beleevers in Covenant with 
Gcd, bat onely in particular Chur€hes. 3. The members of - 
the yifible Churéh are Difciples,as was above cleared : now Difii 
ples are under Dif-ipline and liable to Chur€h-cenfares : for they 
are {tated fubjeéts of C brifts Laws and Government, «Alar: 28. 
19,20. but Cburéh Goversment and cenfures areextant now in 
ordinary di{penfation, onely ina particular Churfh. A/at 18. 
37. L Cor: § 040 oe ae, eee . 

The Lnfani-[eed f confederate vifible beleevers are alfs members Partic: Ze 
of the vifible Church, The truth of this is evident from the 
Scriptures and reafons following. 

1 The covenant of Abrabam as tothe fubflance thereof, viz, that Argum: & 
wherebyGod declares himfelfeto be the God of the faithfull Et!-eir fecdy 
Gen:17.7. continues under the Gofpel ,as appears.’ & Becaufe the 
Beleeving infharthed Gentiles under the ftw Teftament,do ftand 
upon the fame root of covenanting Abraham;whith the 7. wes were 
broken off from, Rom 11,16,17.18. 2 Becaufe Abrabam in regard 
of that C ovenant was made a Father of many nations, Gen:t 7045 
even of Gentilesas well’as Jewes, under New-Teftamentas well. 
as Old, ‘Rom:4.16:17. Ga!3, 29. ty ¢, in Abraham as a pat- 
rerne and root, God ( not onely fhewed how he Juftifies the be- 
leever, Gul: 3,6,-9. Rom: 4. butalfo) conveied that covenant 
ro the faithfull and their feed in all nations, Lk: 19,9. Ifa Son: 
of Abraham, then Sudvation, i, e: the Covenant-ditpenfation of 
Salyationis c»merobishou{ee 3+ Asthat covenant was com- 
municated to profelyre Gentiles under the Old Teftament, fo its 
communication to the inchurched Gentilesunder the new 1-cfta- 


ment is clearly held forth in diverfe places Ga/:3.14 the blefling of: 
“Aprana, 
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Abraham comprizeth both the internal benefits of Juftification 
by faith &c: whightoeApoftle isthere creating of ; and the ex- 
ternal difpenfation of Grace inthe vifible Ghurch to the faithful && 
their feed, Gen: 28-4. but the whole Blciliag of Abraham ; and 
fo the Whole covenant } is come upon the Genisles through Fefus 
(+rijt. Epk:2.12,19 They had been ffrangers ,but now were 
no more Strangers from the covenants of promife i, ¢, from the co- 
yenant of grace, whith had been often renewed , efpecially with 
Abraham and the houfe of Ifrael,and had been in the externall 
difpenfation of it, their peculiar portion, fo that the Ephejansy 
who werea farr off, being now called and made nigh, v. 13--17¢ 
they have the promife or the Covenant of promife to them and 
to their Children, according to Aéts:2, 39. and fo are partakers 
of that Covenant of Abraham, that we are {peaking of. 
Eph: 3,6. The in€hurched Gentiles are put into the fame inheri- 
tance for {ubftance ( borhas to invifible & vifible benefits accor- 
ding to their refpedtive conditions ) are of the fame body, and par- 
takers of the fame promife with the Jewes, the Children of Abra- 
ham, of old. Thefame may be gathered from Gen: 9,27. AZat 
8 11,0721, 43. 4. Sundry Scriptures whith extend to Gof- 
pel-times do confirme the fame intereft to the feed of the faithful 
which is held forth inthe covenant of Abraham, and confequently 
do confirme the contirMance of that covenant : as Exod: 20: 5. 
there inthe fanétion ofa moral and perpetual Commandement, 
and that refpe@ing Ordinances, the portionof the &hurch, God 
declareth bimfelf to be a God of mercy, t0 them that love bim,andto 
their: feed after them in their gencratwus: confonant to Gen: 17.7. 
compare herewith %/al,105.8,9 G Dente - 

Deut..30.6. The grace fignified by circamcifion is there pro- 
mifed-to Parents and €hildren , importing the covenant to both, 
which circumcifion fealed, Gen: 17. and tbat is a Gofpel-pro- 
mife, as the Apoftles citing part of that context, asthe voice of 
the Goipel, fhewes Kon :10, 6--8. with Dut: 30,1--14. and it 
reafheth to the Jewes in thelatter dayes, ver. 1--5. . 
Ifxy:65 23. Inthe moft Glorious Gofpel-ftate of the Ehurch, ver. 
17 -19. the blefling of the Lordis the promifed portion of the off- 
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fring or Children, as well as of the faithfull parénts fo //uy: 44. 
3545 Mas: $9.20, 216 Ezek: 37 25,26. atéhe furure cal+ 
ling of the Jewes, which thofe texts have reference to, (Rom:11. 
26, Ezek: 37. 19-22,23.24.) ther Children fhall be under the 
promife or Covenant of {pecial Grace to be conyeyed to them in 
the Ordinances, J/4s: §9.21. and be fubjects of David, 1, ¢, Chrift 
ther King Eek 37. 25. and haye a portion in his Sanétuary, verf 
26. and this according to the tenor of the ancient covenant of 4- 
brahan., whereby God will be their God (viz. both of parentsand 
Children ) 2nd they flall be his Pecple, ver{: 26,27. Now al- 
though more abundant fruits of the Covenant may be feen in 
thofe times, and the Jewes then may have more abundant Grace 
given to the body of them to contirue inthe Covenant, yet the 
~ tenor and frame of the Covenant itlelfe is one and the fame, both 
to Jewes,and Gentiles under the New-Teftament; Gal: 3- 28, 
Coll: 3.416 Heb.8.10. The houfe of Ifrael,-1,e, the Churth 
of God both among fewes and Gentiles under the new Teftamert, 
have that Covenant made with them, the famm whereof is, J wil 
be thetr God and they {halt be my people: whighis a renewing of that 


Covenant of abraham in Gen 17. (as the fame is very often © 


over in thofetermes renewed in Scripture, and is diftinguifhed 
from the Law, Ga':3 16,17. Hes 8.9) wherein is implied 
Gods being a God to the (eed as well'as parents, and taking both to 
be kis People, though it be not expcefled : even as itis often plain- 
ly impliedin that expreffion of the Covenant in other places of 
Scripture: D.#41:29.13. fere3I. 1. F 32.38,39. 0 2477. & 20 
22,20. Exek: 37.27,25. Alfothe writing of she Law inthe hearry 
in Ael:8:10. is that heart circamesfion whith Dent: 30 6. extends 
both to parents and feed. And the terme, Hou/e of //racl, doth 
according to Scripture-ufe fitly exprefie and take in (efpecially 
as tothe externall adminiftration of the-Covenant ) both parents 
and Children : among both whith are found thateleé and faved 
number, that make up the invifible Iftael - compare Per: 13. 17. 
& 9.26. Ifua.5. 7, Hofi1.6. Ex k: 39.25. Neither may we 
exchide tbe /eaj? us age from the good of that promife, Heb 8: 11, 


( they being fometimes pointed to by that phrafe, from the /eaft 
| & te 
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‘ 





[to ] 
tothe gréatef}, Fev.44.12. with ver/e 7.) no more then the leaft in 
other refpedts; compare //u.§4.13. 

In 4éis 2.39. at the pafling of thofe Jews into New Tefta- 
ment Ghuréh eitate, the Lord is fo far from repealing the Covenant 
intereft that was granted unto children in the former Teftament, or 
from making the €hildren there lofers by their Parents faith, that 
he doth exprefly renew the old grant, and tells them that the pre- 
mie or covenant, (forthe promife and the covenant are terms that 
do mutually infer eath other; compare Adis 3.25. Gal. 3.16517, 
18,29. Rome 4.16. Heb.6 17) w tothem and to their children: 
and tke fame is afferted to be the appointed portion of the far off 
Gentiles;when they fhouldbe called. By ail whith irappeareth, 
that the covenant of Abraham, Gen.17.7- whereby Ged the God | 
of the faithfull and their [eed,continues under the Gojpel. 

Now if the feed of the faithful be ftill inthe covenant of 
Abrabam, then they are members of the vifible Church; Ye Be- 
caufe that covenant of Abraham,Gen.17.7. was properly churche 
covenant, OY the covenant which God makes with his vifible church, 
te és the Coyenant of grace confidered inthe external difpenfa- 
tionof it, andin tke promifes and priviledges that belong to that 
difpenfation, For many were takcn into that coyenant, that were 
never of the inviGble church: and by that coyenant,the family of 
A brahim, asalfo by the renewing thereof, the houfe of Ifraelaf- 
terward were cftablifhed the vifible Ehurtéh of God, Gen.17. and 
Deut.29 12,13. and from that covenant men might be broken 
off, Gere 7:14. Row 1L:37,196 andtothat covenant, Crreumci- 

Jian, the badg of Ehur€h-memberfhip,was annexed. Therefore. 
the covenantees therein were & are Ghuréh-members. 2. Becaule 
in that covenant, the feed are fpoken of in terms defcribing or 
inferring hu €h-memberfhip, as well as theirparents : for they 
have Goad for their Go7, and are his people, as wellas the parents, 
Genet 7 7,8. with Dewi:29:11,13. They have the covenant made 
with them, Deut 29:14,15+ andthe coyenantis {aid to be berween 
Coic& them (between me thee, and beiween thy feed after thee : rG) 
the Hebrew runs) Gen:17:7- They are alfo in that covenant 
appointed to be the fubjects of the musatory feal of the covenant, 

~ the 
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the feal of memberfhip, Gen.17:9,10,11. Therefore the feed are 
according to that covenant, members of the vifible €huréh, as 
well as their parents, 
Such feed or children are federally holy, 1 Cor.7.14. The word Arm: 2. 
{/oly] as applied to any fort of perfons, is never in Scripture ufed 
in a lower fenfe than for federal or covenant-holine/s, (the covenant- 
holinefs of the vifible Churfh;) but very often in that fenfe, 
Vra 9:2. Deut:7:6. & 14:2,21: G 26:19: & 28:9: Exodsi9:6: 
Dan:8:24: 12:7: Rom: 11:16: So that to fay they are boy in 
this fenfe, viz, by covenant-relation and feparationto'Godinhis , 
Churéh, is as mu€h as to fay, they are in the covenant of the vilibie 
church, or members of it. 
From Aark10:14,15,16: AZat 19:14: thildrens memberfhip in Argum: 3. 
the vifible Churéh, is either the next and immediate font of 
thofe words of Ghrift, Of (uch is the kingdome of heaven ; and fo’ 
the kingdome of beaver, or of God, -is not rarely ufed in other Scri- 
ptures to exprefs the vifible Ehurth, or Ghur€h-eftate, AZae.25:0: 
C* 21:43: @ 8.11,12: Or it evidently follows from any other fenfe- 
that can rationally be given of the words. For thofemay not 
be denied a place and portion in the vifible church, whom Chrift 
affirms to havea portion in the kingdome either of inzifible grace, 
orof eternal glory: Nor do any in ordinary courfe pafs into the / 
Kingdome of Glory hereafter, but through the Kingdome of 
Grace in the vifible Churfh here. Adde alfo, that Chrift there 
eracioufly invites and calls “ttle children to him,is greatly as[pleafed 
with thofe that would hinder them, afferts chem, notwithftand- 
ing their infancy, to be exemplary in recerving the kingdome of God, 
embraceth them m his arms, and bleffeth them: all whith fhews 
Chrift’s dear affe&tion to, and owning of the Ehildren of the 
Churéh, as a partof his kingdome; whom we therefore may 
not difown,left we incurre his ipextarese the Difciples did. 
Such feeder children are difciples according to Mat 28:19: a8 ap- Argum: 4, 
pears, 1. Becaufe Subjects of Chrift’s Kingdome are equivalent 
with difciples there, as the frame of tnat Text fhews, verfe 18, 
19,20. but fugh fhildren are fubje@s of Chrift’s Kingdome, or 
of the kingdomeof heaven, eACatsi9:14: Ia the difcipling of all 
C 2 Nations 
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nis {eed in their generations ,Genefi 5" Theweth. Hence the €hildren 
of the Churgh are called Sons of God, (whith is as muéh as mem- 
ders of the yifible Chur€h) in contradiftin@ion to rhe daughters 
of men,Gen.62 If righteous Noah be taken intothe Ark (then 
he onely preferying place of the Chur€éh) his children aretaken 
in with him, Gen.7.1. though one of them, v7. Ham, after 
proved degenerate and wicked; buttill he fo appears, he is con- 
‘inued in the Churéh with his Brethren: So Gen.9. 25,26,27- 
as the race Of Ham or his fon Canaan (parent and €hildren) ate 
surfed ; {0 Shem (parent and fhildren) és beffed, and continued . 
nthe place of bleiling,the Church : As /apber alfo, or Laphet’s 
ofterity  ftill parent and Ehildren) fhallin time be brought in. 
The holy line mentioned in Gen. 11, 10---26 fhews how rhe 
Churéh continued in rhe feed of Shem from himunto Abraham. . 
When that race grew degenerate, /ofh.24.2. then God called’ 
eAbrabam out of biscountrey, andfrom bis kindred, and efta-: 
ilifhed his covenant with him, whith ftilltook in parents and €hil-- 
jren; Gen.17.7,9. Soit did afterin the houfe of Mfrael,, “Deure 
29.11,12,13. and when any eminent reftauration or eftablifh-’ 
ment is promifed to the Churéh, the children thereof are fiilltaken ° 
n,as fharers in the fame, Pfal 102.16,28. & 69.25,36, fercm; 
32:38,39. J/a:65:18,19,23. Now when Chrift comes to fet 
ip the Gofpel-adminiftration of his Churéh- in the New Tefta- 
nent, under the term of the kingdome of heaven, Ma1:3:2.@ 116 
11. be is fo far from taking away €hildren’s portion and mem- 
verfhip therein, chat himfelf affertsir, A7at:19:14. The chil 
dren of the Gentile, but now believing Cormtbians , ave holy 
1 Cor:7:144. The Apoftle writing to the Cturthes of Ephefus 
ind Coloffc, {peaks to children, as a part thereof, Ep/:6:1, Col.3: 
20. The ic€huréhed Roman:, and otherGenisles, ftand on the” 
oot of covenaniing Abraham, and inthe Olive or vifible Churth, 
ley and their €hildren, till broken off ‘as tte Jews were) by po- 
‘itive unbelief or rejection of Chrift, tis Truth or Governrenr, | 
Kom. 11 12,6517,--22+ The children of the Jews, when they fhall 
be called, fall ¢e as aforetsme in Church-eftate; Je::3¢.20, with 
34.1 E£7cktel 37: 25-28 From all whith it appears, that the 
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feries ot whole frame and current of Scripture-exprefions doth 
hold forth the continuatice of childrens memter Ship in.ihe vifible church 
from the beginning to the end of the world, 

The féed or chilaren who become members together with their Pa- 
rents, {ee by means of their parents covenanting) are children in 
a This appears, 1. Becaufe futh €hildren are holy by . 
their parentscoyenanting, who would ed//e be xuclean, 1 Cur.7.14. 
but they would not elfe neceffarily be unclean, if they were ad- 
ult; forthen they might act forthemfelyes, and fo be holy by 


- ‘their perfonal covenanting : Neither on the other hand would 


‘arise: §. 


they neceffarily be holy, it. adult, (as he afferts the €hildren there 
to be) forthey might continue. Pagans: Therefore the Apoftle 
intends onely infants or Ghildren in minority. 2. It is a princi- 
plethat carries evidence of light and reafon.with it, as to all 
‘tranfations, Civil and Ecclefiaftical, that if «man be of age be 


_fhould anfiver for him{clt, Fobn 9.216 They that,are come to 


years of difcretion, fo asto have knowledge and underflanding, fit 
to actin a matter of that nature, are to Covenant by their own 
perfonal a&, Neh.10.28,29~ Mae445, 3. They that are re- 
gularly taken ia with their parents, are reputed to be vifible enter 
tainers of the covenant,and avonchers of Godto betheit God, Deut: 
26.'7,18 with Devt.29.11,12But if adult Ehildren fhould,without 
regard to their own perfonal act, betaken in with their parents, 
then fome mj ght be reputed entertainers, that are manifelt rejeélers 
of the covenant: for fo an adult fon or daughter of a £odly 
parent may be,,’ . 

Lt as vequsfite tothe merberfhip of children, that the next parents, 
one or both, be incovenant. For although after-generations have 
no {mall benefit by their pious Anceftors, who derive federal ho- 
linefs to their fucceeding generations, in cafe they keep their 
{tanding in che covenant, and ,be not apoftates from it ; yet the 
piety of Anceftors fufficeth not, unlefs the next parent coxutsune 
incoyenant, Rom.t1 22. I. Becaufle if thenext parent be cut 
or broken off, the following feed are broken off alfo, Exod:20. 
§« Rom.1t 17,19,20. asthe Gentile believing parents and €hil- 
dren were taken in; fo the Jews,pacents and ghildren, re ee 
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brokenoff. 2. One of the parents muit be a believer, ot e//e the 
childven are unclean, t Cor.7-14~ 3. If éhildren may be accoun- 
ted members and baptized, though the next parents be not in co- 
yenant, then the Churth fhould be bound to baptize thofe, 
whom fhe can have no power over, nor hope concerning, to {ee them 
brought up in the true Chriftian Religion, and under the Ordi- 
nances: For thenext parents being wicked, and not in covenant, 
may carry away, and bring up their ghildren to ferve other Godse 
4. If we ftop not at thenext parent, but grant that Anceftors 
may, notwithflanding the apoftacy of the next parents, convey 
memberfhip unto €hildren, then we fhould want a ground 
where to ftop, and then all the €hildren on earth fhouldhave right 
to memberfhip and Baptifm. | 

Lropofition 31. : f 

The Infant-feed f confederate vifible Believers 5,are members 
of the [ane Church with their parents , and when grown up , are 
perfonally under the Watch, Difcipline and Government of that 
Church. . 

1. That they ave members of the fame Church with their parents, 
appears; 1. Becaufe fo were /faac and Iftmacl of Atrakams 
Family-€hurch, and the €hildren of Pews and Profelytes of Ifra=- 
e/s National Chur€h: and there is the fame reafon for children 
now to be of the fame Congregational Church with their parents. . 
Chrift’s care for fhildren, and the {cope of the Covenant, as to 
obligation unto Order and Government, is as great now,as then. 
2. Either they are members of the fame Churth with their pa- 
rents, or of fome other Church,or Non-members: But neither 
of the latter; therefore the former. That they are not Non- 
members, wasbefore proved in Propof.2. Partic. 3. andif not 
members of the fame Church with their parents, then of wo orhere 
For if there benot reafon fufficient to ftate them members of that 
Churéh_ where their parents have covenanted for them,and where 
ordinarily they are baptized and do inhabit, then much lefs is 
there reafon to make them members of any other: and ‘fo they 
will be members-of no particular Churth at all ; Bee ot 

or 
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“fore Thewed, that there is no ordinary and orderly ftanding eftate 
of Chur€h-members, but in fome particular Churéh. 3. Fhe 
fame covrnuni-abl ts accounted the att of parent and childe: but the’ 
Parents covenanting rendred himfelf a member of this particular 
Churth ; Therefore fo it renders the €hilde alfo. How €ai Ehil- 
dr€n come.in with and by their parents, and yet come into a 
Churth, wherein and whereof their parents arenot, fo asthat 
they {hould be of one Chuiéh, and the parents of another ? 
4. Children ate in an orderly and regular ftate: for they are in 
that ftate, wherein the order of Gods Covenant, and his inftitu- 
tion therein, hath placed them; they being members by vertue 
of the Covenant of God. To fay their itanding isdiforderly, 
would be to impute difordertothe orderof Gods Covenant, or 
irregularity tothe Rule. Now all will grant it to be moft order- 
ly and regular, that every Chriftian be a member in fome par- 
ticular Cha €h, andin that particular Chorth, where his regular 
_ babitationis; which to ghildren ufually is, where their parents 
are. If the Rulecall themto remove, then their rtitaeel cag Pelt) 
ought orderly to be tranflated tothe Churéh, whither they re- 
moyes Again, order requires that the childe, andthe ‘power of 
Rovernment over the childe, Mhould go together. It would bring 
jhame and confufion for the Ehilde to be from under government, 
‘rov.29.15. and Parental and Ecclefiaftical government con- 
curring, do mutually help and ftrengthben es€h other. Hence 
the parent and the €hilde muft be members of the fame Chu: €h; 
uoleis tLe Ehilde be by fome fpecial ‘providence fo removed, as 
that fome other perfon bath the power over him. 

2. That when ihefe children are grown up, they ave perfonally un- 
der the Watch, Difciplineand Government of that Church, is mani- 
feft: for, te Childien were under Patriarchal and «MM ofaical 
difcipline of old, Gen. 18 19. CG 21. 9,10,12. Gal. §.3. and 
therefore under Congregational difcipline now. 2. They are 
within the Chui &h, or members thereof, ;as hath been, and after 
willbe further p.oved) and therefore fabje@ to Church-judica- 
ture, 1C0r.§.12. 3. They are difcipu:, and therefore under 
ciferpiine in Chryi’s {chool, eACatth.28.19,20. 4. They are 
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in Church-covenant, therefore {ubjec& to Church-powery Genil7.7% 
with Chap. 18.19: ‘5. They are. filjcéts of the kingdome of. 
Chri , and therefore under the laws aod: government. of :his 
Kingdome, E%ck.37.25;26.:1. 6. Bapti{m \caves, the baptized 
(of whith number thefe &h.ldren are) ina:ftare of fnbjection ta 
the anthorsrative teaching of Chrift’s Minifters, and to the obfe- 
vation of all lus commandments; Aat.28.19,20.. and therefore 
ina ftateof fubjection unto D.fcipline... 7. Eldersare Gharged 
totake heeduntc, andto feed (ise. bothto reagh and rule, com- 
pare E7¢k.3.443,4.) all the. flock or Chutth, over which. rhe daly 
Ghoft hath mude them overfeers, tks 2028+ That-thildrenare a 
part of the flock, was. before. proved: and fo, Yani accounts 
them, writing to the fame flock or Churth of Ephe/us, Eph 6.r: 


8. Orherwife Irreligion and Apoftacy wouldinevitably breakin- - - | 


to Chuithes, and nv Churth-way left.by Chrift to prevent or 
heal the fame : »whiéh would alfo’ bring many Chur€h-members 
under that dreadful judgement of being: /et alone in their wicked 
nels, Hofea 4. 16,17. . feo} vf roe vila 


; Propofition, 4° Beith 

Thefe Adult perfons are not therefore to be admmtted-to Fuk 
Communion, meerly becanfe they are and continue members, with= 
ont {ack further qualifications, asthe Word of God requireth theres 
BU, ; 3 i f , ; ry 
The truth hereof is plain, 1... From 1 Cor.13.28,29. where 
it isrequired, that fufh as come tothe Lords Supper, be able ro: 
evan be them(elve:, and to defcern the Lords body; elfe they will 
eat and-drink unworthily, and eat .and drink: damnation, ot judge-. 
ment, 10 themfelves , when they partake of this Ordinance, Bat: 
meer memberfhip‘is feparablefrom futh ability.to examine one’s 
felt, and difcern the Lords body < -as in'tbe Ghildren of the cove-. 
nant that grow up to years is togoften feen. 2, In rhe Old Tes-: 
tament, though men did continue members of the Churth, yet 
for ceremonial uncleannefs they were: to be kept from full com- 
munion in the holy things, L-vits7<20;214 LVetbe9 6,7 0 C190 
43,20, yea andtke Priefts and dae in the Old Tc nid 
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{pecial Eharge committed to them, that men fhould not partake in 
all the holy things, unlefs duely qualified for the fame, notwith< 
ftanding'their memberfhip,. 2 Ciron.23.19. Exckiel 22.26. & 
44. 7;859,23, and therefore mufh more:in thefe times, where 
mibral fitnels and fpititual qualifications are wanting, member {hip 
alone isnot fufficient for full communits More was required to 
adult perfons eating the Paffeover, then meer membership: there- 
fore fo there is now tothe-Lords Supper. Forthey were to eat 
to the Lord, Exodus 12-14. whi€his expounded in 2 Ghron.30. 
where, Reeping the Paffeover ta the Lord, verfé §. imports and re- 
quiresexercifing Repentance, verfe 6,7, their actual giving up 
themfelyesto the Lord, vér/z 82, beart-preparation for it, ver[e19e' 
and holy repycing before the Lord, verfe2%, 25. See the like in 
L£%ra6. 21,22. 3. Fhough all members of the Churth are- 
fubjects of Baptifm, they and their éhildren , yet all members. 
may Not partakeof the Lords'Supper, asis further manifeft from. 
the different natare of Baptifin'andthe Lords Supper.) Baptifm 
firftly and Properly feals covensnt-holimefs, .as citcumeifion . dids. 
Gen, 17. Chur ch-member {hip , Rom:15. &. planting mto Christ, 
Kom.6. and {o members, «suck, are the fubjeéts of Baptifm, 
Matrl.28,19, But-the Lords Supper isthe Sacrament of growth 
an Corif?, and of fpectal communion with bim, 1 Cur.10.16, whith 
fuppoleth « ypecial renewing andexercsfe of Faith and Repentance 
inthofe that partake of that Ordinances Nowif perfons,even: 
when adult; may ‘be and continue members, and: yet be debarred 
from the Lords. Sapper, -aintil. meet qualifications for the fame 
do appeavrinthem 5 thea may they alfo-(until like qualifications) 
be debacted from that power of. Koring in the Churth, whi 
pertains to Males in full communion. “It feems nor rational, 
that thofe who ate not themfelves fit for all Ordinances, fhould. 
have fuch’ am influence referring t9.al! Ordinances, as Voting in 
Ele@ion of: Officers , “Admiffion and Cenfures of Members;. 
doth imports Porhow-can they whoare notable so examine and 
jrdgethimfelves,bethoughtable and fit'to di/cernand judgein the 
weighty affairs of «the houfe-of God ?.4 Cor, 11.28; 31, with. 
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Propofition 5 rriconodt ud 

Church-members who were- admitted int‘ minority , under fRanding 
the D.tlrine of Faith, and publickly profeffing their affent theretas 
not {candalous in lifes and folemmnly owning the Covenant before the 
Chir ch, wherein they give up themfelves ana’ their children $2 the 
Lord, and: [abject themfelves to the. Government of Christ in the 
Church, thew children are to be BaptrZed. 

This is evident from the Arguments following. 


T hefe children are partaker$of that which ts the main ground of Argum: t. 


baptizing any children whatfoever; and neither the parents wor the 

children do putin any barre to binder it, tin int Sa 
5 That they partake of * that which is the main groundof bapti- 
Zing ay is clear ; Becaule intereft in the Covenant is the main 
‘ground of title to Baptilin, and this thefe €hildren have. 1. /a- 
-tereff in the covenant isthe main ground of title to Baptifm 5 for fo 
«nthe Old Teftament this was the ground of title-to Circumci- 
fion, Gen.17+7,9,10;1L:' to whith Baptifm now anfwers, Cols 2. 
11,12. andin Aéts 2.38.39 they areon this ground exhorted 
to be taptized, hecaufe the promife ot covenant was ¢0 them and to 
ther childrens That a member, or one in covenant, 4s fuch,is Rita 
fabject of Baptifm,was further cleared beforein Propof.t- 2-That 
thefe children have intereft in the covenant, appears 5 Becaufe if the 
parent be in covenant, the childe #s alfo: for thecovenantis to pa- 
rents and their feed tn their generations, Gen: 17+7;9+ The pro- 
mife is to you and to your children, Aéts 2.39. lf the parent 
fiands in the Churth, fo doth the Ehilde,among ye Gentiles now, 
as well as among the Jews of old, Kom: 1.16,20,21,22. Ivis 
unheard of in Scripture, that the progrefs of the covenant ftops 
at the infant Ehilde. But che parents in queff.on argin covenant, as 
appears, x. Becaufe they were once in covenant, and never 
fince difcovenanted. If they had not once been in covenant, 
they bad not.warrantably been baptized; and they are fo fill, 
except in fome way of God they have been difcovenanted, caft 
out, or cut off from their covenant-relation, whith thefe have 
not been: neither are perfonsonce in covenant, broken off from 
D2 it 
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it according to Scripture, fave for notérious fin, and incorrigi- 
blenefs therein, ‘Rom 11.20. whi€h is not the cafe of thefe pa- 
rents, 2 Becaufethe tenor of the covenant iis ‘othe faubfull 
and their feed after them. in their generations, Ger:17+7 eVen toa 
thoufand generations, 1, ¢, conditionally, provided that the parents 
fucceffively do continue to be keepers of the covenant, Ex: d: 20.6 
Deur:7:9,11 Palm 105:8. whith the parents sa aero are, 
becaufe they are not (in Scripture-account in this cafe) forfakers 
or reectersof the Godand Covenant of their fathers: fee Deut: 
29.25,26. 2 Kings 19: L§-~--206.2.Chron: 7: 22 Dent: 7:10, 

2. That thefe parents in queftion, do not put in any barre to bin 
der their Ghildren from Baptifm, is plain from the words of the 
-Propofition, wherein they are defcribed to be futh as wnde/ffand 
ithe dottrine of Faith, and publikely profe[s ther affent thereto; 
therefore they put not in any barre of grofs.Ignorance, Atheifm, 
Herefie or Infidelity :.Alfothey arenot fcandalows in life,.but fo. 
lemuly own the covenant before the Charck; therefore they. put not 
in any barre of Profanenefs, or Wickednels, or A poftacy. from 
the. covenant, whereinto they entred in minority. That cle 
infant-Ghildren in queft.on do themfelyes put in any barre, none 
will imagine.. 7 ppatr sy : 

The. thildren-of the parents. in queftion are: either children of 
the covenant, or ffrangers from.thecovenant,Eph:2:12. either hol 
-or unclean, % Cor: 7:14. either withm the Charth or without, 
1 (or: §: 02; either fubh as bave God for ibeirGod, or without 
Godin the worlds Epb:2:12. But be that confidersthe Propofi- 
tion, will noraffirm re airer concerning thefe Ehildren: and ibe 
forme: being granted, infers theirrightto Baptilm, — 

Todeny the Propofition, would be, 1. To ftraiten the grace 
of Chrift in the Gofpel-difpenfation, and to make the Chu:éh 
in New Teftament-times.in a worle cafe. relating to their éhil- 
dren fucceflively, thea were the Jews of old. 2. Torender the 
thildren of the Jews. when they fhallbecalled, in a worfe con- 
dition then-under the lepal adminittrativn 5, coatrary to 7cr: Jos 
20. Exkicl 37:25926-). 3- To deny. the application of ‘the 
initiarory Seal co fuéhas regularly ftand in the Churéh and Co- 
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venant,,to whom the eMofzical difpenfation, nay the firft in- 
ftitution in the covenant of Abraham, appointed it to be applied, 
Gen:17:9,10. John 7.22,23. 4. To break, Gods covenant by 
denying the initiatory Seal to thofe that are in covenant, Gen:17: 
Fp Sore © * 
Confederate vifible Believers, though but in the lowef} degree fuck, Argum: 4. 
are to have the children baptized; witnefs tke practice of fobn 
Baptifi, and the Apofil:s, who- baptized perfons upon the firft be- 
ginning of theit Chriftianity, But the parents in queftion are 
confederate vifible Believers, at leatt in fome degree: For, x. Cha- 
rity may obferve in them fundry pofitive Argaments for it; wit 
nefS the cerms of the Propofition, and nothing evident againft ic. 
2. Children of she godly. qualified but as the perfonsin the Propo- 
fition, are faid to be faithful, Tis: 1.6. 3. Children of the 
Covenant as tke Parents in queftion are) have frequently the be- 
£inoing of grace wrought in them in younger years, as Scripture 
and experience fhews : Inftance, fofeph, Samuel, David, Sotumer, 
Abijah f ofiah, Daniel,fobn Baptift_and Timothy. Hence rhis fore 
of perfons fhewing nothing to the contrary, areim €harity, or 
'o Ecclefiattical reputation, vifible Believers, 4 They that are 
egularly in the.Chur€h (as the Parents in queftion be) are wifitle 
saints in the atcount of Scripture (whith is the account of 
ruth :) forthe Chur€his, in Scripture-account, a company of 
aintss X (072 14:33. @ 1.2. §. Being in Covenant and bapti+ 
ed, they have Faith and Repentance indefinitely given totem in 
be Promife, and fealedupin Baptifm, Dest. 30:6. whith cons 
inuesvalid, and foa valid teftimony for them, while they donor 
cjetit. Yet itdoth not neceffarily follow, that thefe perfons 
reimmediately fit for the Lords Supper; becaufe though they 
rein a latitude of exprefficn to be accounted vifible Believers, or 
s numero fidelium, aseven infantsin covenant are, yet they may 
yant that ability to examine themfelves, and that {pecialexer- 
He of Paith, wh.€h isrequifite to:that Ordinance ; .as was faid 
pon ‘Prepof: 4 
Tie dcntal of Baptifm tothe childrenin gueftion, hath a dangerc is Argum: §. 
ndeucy to bivehgion-and Apoftacr 5 becaufe it denies them, and 
| D3 
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‘fo the Children of the’Churth fucceflively, to baveauy part in the 
Lord ; whith is the way to maxe them ceafe from fearing the Lord, 
fofb 22.24,2§,27. Forif they deve apart in the Lord, teeva por 
tion in Ifrael, and foin the Lord. the God of Ifrael, then they 
are inthe Chu th, or members of it, and foto be baptized; ac 
cording to ‘/ropof.t. » » The owning of the €hildren of thofe 
that fucceifively continue in covenant to be a part of the Church, 
iso far from being deftructive to the purity and profperity of 
the Church, and of Religion therein, ;as fome conceive) that this 
imputation belongs to.the contrary Tenets. Tofeek tobemore 
pare then the Rule, willeverendin impurity inthe iffue. «God 
hath fo framed his covenaht,and confequenzly the confticution of 
his Chui th thereby, as to defign a continuation, and propagation 
of his Kingdome therein, from one generation to another. Hence 
the covenant runs to é znd to onr Jeed after ws in their generations. 
Tokeep in theline, and under the iofluence and efficacy of this 
covenant'of God, isthe true way to the Churthes glory: To 
cut it off and ‘difavow it, cats off tbe profperity of Siun,&& hinders 
it from being (asin the mofb glorious times it fhall be) an erernal | 
excellency, and the soy of many generations. This progres of ‘the 
covenant ¢ftablifherh the Churth, Deut.29.13-.Fer.30.20. The — 
contrary therefore doth difcftablifhit. Ibis obligeth and advan- 
tageth to the conveyance of Religion downto after-genératiors; 
the care whereof is ftrialy commanded, and highly approved by 
the Lord, //a/:78.4,§,6,7- Gen.18.19. This continuesanurfery 
ftill in Chrift’s Orthard or Vineyard,J/a.5.1,7. the contrary neg- 
lets that, and fo lets the whole ran to ruines Surely God was an | 
holy God, and loved the purity and gloryof the Clur€h in the 
Old Teftament: but then he went in this way of ‘a fucceilive 
progrefs of the covenant to that end, fer.13.11. If fome did 
then, or do now declineto «belief and apoftacy, thar doth not 
make rhe faith of God in bis covenant of none effict, or che advantage 
of intereft therein inconfiderable : yea. the more holy,reforming _ 
and glorious that the times are or fhall be, the more eminently is | 
a fucceffive continuation and propagation of the Churth therein | 
defigned, promifedand intended, //4.60.15+ & 59.216 EXeks376 | 
25--28.P/.102,16--28. Fer. 32039. The 











, fag: J. 3 
The parents in queftion are perfoual, immediate, and yet-coptinuing Argum: 6. 
members of the Church. 
3. That they are perfoual members, or members in their own. 
perfous,appears, x. Becaufe they are perfonally holy, 1 Co 1.714: 
not parents onely, but [your alaeen| are holy. 2. They are- 
perfonally baptized,or bave had Eaptifm,the feal of membeifhip, 
applied to their own perfons: whith being regularly done, is a. 
divine teftimony that they arein their own perfons members of 
the Chu-th.. 3 They are perfonally under difcipline, and liable 
to Churth-cenfares in their own perfons; vide Propo/.3. 4. They 
are perfonally (by means of the covenant) ina vifible ftate of 
falvation. To fay they arenot members in their own perfons, 
but in their parents, would be as if one fhould fay, They are fa~ 
ved in their parents, and not in their own perfons. 5. When 
they commst imigusi yo they perfonally break the coven. 5 there- 
fore are perfonally init, /e7.11.2,10. EZek.16. a Se 
2, By the like Reafons it appears that Children are mediate 
members, as to the effence of membership, (). ¢. that they them- 
felyes in their own perfons are the immediate fabjedts of this ad-, 
jun& of Chu:h-memberfhip) though they come to it by means 
of their parents coyenanting. For as tou€hing that diftin@ion 
of mediate and tmmediate,as applied to memberfhip. (wh.th fome 
urge) we are to diftingnifh 1. between the efficient and the ef- 
fence of memberfhip: 2. between the inftiumental efficient or 
means thereof, whith is the parents profeffion and Covenanting; 
and the principal efficient, whi€h is divine Inftiturion, They 
may be faid tobe mediate (or rather mediate‘y) members, as they 
become members by means of their parents coyeaanting,as an IN 
ftrumental caufe thereof: but that doth nothing vary or diminifh 
rhe effence of their memberfhip. For divine ln(ticurion giveth or 
grantech areal and perfonal memberf{hip anto them, as. well 25 
unto their parents, and maketh the parent 4 p ablick perfon, and 
{> his act theirs to thatend. Hence thee fence of memberfhip, 
j.€. Covensnt-iaterefior « place ane partion wiles rhe wifible Churcr, 
is really, properly, perlonally and immediately the portion of the 
thilde by divine giftand grant../ 2% 25,27: their children bare 
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a part inthe Lord, as well asthemfelyes, 4 part in the Lord there, 
and Churck-memberflip (or member{hip in I{rae!) are terms equi- 
valent. Now the children there, and a part inthe Lord, are Sub- 
peétand Adjund, wh &h nothing comes between, fo as to fever the ' 
Adjané from the Subje& ; therefore they are immediate [utjeits 
of that Adjung, or immediate members, Again, their vifible in- | 
gtafinginto Chrift the head, and fo into the Churéh his body, 
is fealed in their Baprifoa: butin ingiaffing nocbing comes be- 
tween the graftand the ftock: Their union is immediate ; hence 
they are immediately inferted into the vifible Chu:th, orimme-" 
diate members thereof. The /ttle children in ‘Deut_29.11. Were 
perfonally and immediately a part of the people of Gud, or mem- 
bers of the Churth of Ifrael, as well asthe parents. To be in 
covenant, orto be acovenzutee, isthe formals rat of a CLuréh- 
member. If onecometo be in covenant one way, and another 
in another, but both are in covenant or coyenantees, (1. ¢s patties 
with whom the covenant is made, and whom tsod takes into €0- 
venant) as the €hildren here are, Gev.t 7:7.8. then both are in 
their own perfons the smmediate fubjedts of the formals ratio of 
memberfhip, and foimmediate members. To aé in covenant- 
ing, is but tte inftramental means of memberfhip. and yet €hil- 
dren are not without this neither. For the a@of the parent 
(their publick perfon) is accounted theirs, and they are faid to enter 
into covenant, Devt.29.11,12. So that whatis it that Children 
Want untoan actual, compieat, proper, ablolure and immediate 
memberfhip? (fo far asthefe terms may with any propriety of 
pertinécy be applied to the matter in band.) Isit ( ovenant-imercff, 
wi..€h isthe formalisratioof memberfhip? No, they are in co- 
ycMant. Is it dizine grant and inftiturion, whith is the priicipal 
efficent £ No: ‘he bath clearly declared himfelf, chat he grants un= 
to the Ehildren of ‘his people a portion in bis Chur€h, and ap- 
Pyints themto be members thereof. Is it 2m att uf covenanring, 
wihi.fhis the in/tramental means? No : they have this alfo reputa- 
tively by divine appointmant, making the parenta publk perfon, 
and accounting them tu covenantin bis covenanting A diffe- 
rent manner and means of conyeying the coyenant tous, or of 
making 
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making us membets, doth not make a different fort of memberfhip. 
We now areas troly, perfonally and immediately membets of the 
body of faln mankind, and by natutebeirs of | the condemhation 
pertaining thereto, as Auam was, though he cameyto be fo. by 44 
own per{cnal atts and we by she act of cxr paublick per{one lf a Priuce 
give fuch Lands to a man and his heirs fucceflively, while they.con- 
rinue loval ; the following heir is a true and immediate owner of that 
Land, and may'be perfonally dif-inherited, if difloyal, as well as his-' 
father before him. A member is onethat is acccrdingto Rule ( or 
according to’ divine Inftitution) within the vifible Church. Thus the 
fhildis properly ,& perfonally or immediately. Pax/cafts all men in- 
to wo forts, thofe withinyand thole wetour, ine. members and nun 
members, tCor. 5.12. It feems he knew of no-fach diftin@ion of 
mediate and immediate; as puts a medium between theletwo, Ovjelte 
Tf children be compleat and immediate members as their patents are, 
thea they fhall immediately bave all Church- priviledges, as their pa~ 
rents have. without any further a& orqualification 4/.1t followeth 
not. Allpriviledges that belong to members, as fuch, do belong to 
the Ehildren as well as the parents: But all Cburch-priviledges.do 
not fo. A member as fuch, (or all members) may not partake of all 
privitedges ; but they are to make progrefs both in memberly duties 
and priviledges, astheirage, capacity and qualificationsdo fit them 
for the fame.’ 

3. Thattheir memberfhip fill continues in adult age, and ceafeth not 
with their infamey,apPpeats, 1. Becaufe in Scripture pecfons are broken 
off, onely for notorious fin,or incorrigible impenitency and uabelief, 
not for growing up to adult age,Rom.11.20. 2.The few-children cn 
cumci/ed did not ceafe to be members by growing up, but continued 
in the Churéh, and were by virtue of their memberthip received in 
infancy, bound unto various duties, and in {pecial unto thofe folemn 
perfonal profeffions that pertained to adult, men:bers, not as then 
entring into anew member{hip, but as making a progrefs in memberly 
duties, Diut.26.2--10. & 16.16,17 with Gal.5.3- 3+ Thofe rela- 
tions of born-fervants and fubycéts, whi€h the Scripture makes ufe of 
ro fet forth the flace of €hildren in the Churéh by, Lev.25 41.42. 
Exck.37.25.-do not, (as all men know ).ceafe with infancy, but con- 
tinue inadult age, Whence alfo it follows, that onc {pecial end cf 
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riemberfhip received in infancy, is to leave perfons under engages 
ment to fervice and fubjection to Chrift in his Church, when gtown 
up, whenthey are fitteft for it, and haye moft need of it.: 46, There 
isno otdinary way-of ¢effation of memberfhip but.by Death, Di- 
7mi[sion, Excommunscation; or Diffolusson of the Society > none of which 
is the cafe‘of the perfonsinqueftion. |g. Eitherthey are whenad- 
ule, members or non-members: if non-members, then a perfon ad- 
mitted a member, and fealed by Baptifm,not caft out, nor deferving 
fo to be, may {the Church whereof he was ftill remaining) become a 
non-member, atid? out ‘of the Churéh, and of ithe unclean, world ; 
_ whith che Seriptore acknowledgethnot. « Nowif tbe parent ftand 
member of the Church, the €hildeis amember alfo.: For now ihe 
root % holy, therefore fo:are the branches, Rowit.16. ¥:Cvr.7e1 40 
The'parent isin covenant, therefore fu is the Ghilde, Ge. 7.7. and 
if the €hilde be’a member of the vifible Churth, then he is.a fabje& 
vf Baptifm, according ta Propof. 1. Bibs ad y: 
; , ‘Prapofitton 40 ; 
“Such Charch-membersywhoenher by death,or [ome orher extraordinary 
‘Providence, have beewinevitatly bindred from publick atting as afores 
[ua, yethcve given the Church caufe in judgment of charity , 10 look 
at them as fo qualified, and fuchashad rhey been called thereunto, 
‘would have fo abled their chilavew\are'to be Baptizeds. 

Thisis manifeft. 1. Becaufe the main foundation of thetight 
of the €hildeto priviledge temains, viz: Gods inftitution; and the 
force of his covedant carrying tte theigenerations of fuctras cons 
‘tinue keepers of ‘the covenatir, i: enor vifibly breakers of it. By 
Virtue of whith in/fifucron-ahd coventnr, the €hildremin queftion ave 
‘members , did their tiemberfhip® being diftiné from tbe parents 
‘memberfhip, ceaferh’nor, but contitues notwithtanding the parents 
decéafe or neee lary abfenice sand if membets,then fubjeds of Ba- 
prifm. 2. Betanfe the parents tio’ doing Whiat is required im the: fifth 
Prepijition, Isthrou ghiwan of! oppo: tunity; whith isnot tosbe 
impuced.as their guilt. fo as'to be a barre to the éhildes priviledge. 

3. Godreekonéth that4s done itr his fervice;zowhi€hthere was a 
manifelt defite andendbavonr, albeititheacting of it wetebindred 
_abity Dash'té build he Femplev Kings 8. 18, cgcin Abraham to faz 
‘crifice fis Sony Hea, £7." accordingvo thatin 2:Cor.B.12. bi 
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theress a willing minde,it 13 accepted according ta what aman hath, and 
not according so what he hath not: whichis true of this Chut€h-daty, 
as well as of chat of Alms.. It isan ufual phrafe with the Ancients 10 
ftyle fuch and fach Martyrs. :# voto, and baptized zoo, becaufe 
there was no want of defire that way, tbough cbeir defire was not 
actually accomplifhed 4. The terms of the Propofition import 
that in Charity chat is here done snterpretatively, wh th is mentioned 
to be done in the fifth propofition exprefly. 
‘Propofition 7° 

The members of Orthodox Churches, being found in the Faith, and 
wot (candalous inkife, and prefenting due teftimeny thereof; thefe o- 
cafionally comming from one Church. to another, may have their children 
Baptized in the church whither they come, by virtue of Communion of 
Churches : but sf toey remove their’ habitation, they orght orderly to ¢0- 
venant and fubjett themfelves to the Government ef Chrift in ibe 
‘Charch where they fettle their abode, and fo their children to be 
Baptized. It being the charches duty to receive fiech unto commu- 
nion, fo farre athey are regularly fit for the fart. ae Pe" 

1. Such members of other Churches as are here de{crabed, occafun.ally 
coming from one Church to another, their children are tobe baptized in the 
Church whither they come, by virtue of Communion of Churches: 1. Be- 
caufe he that is regularly a member of a true particular Church, is a 
fubje& of Baptifm, according to ‘Propof.1% ¢ 24 Butthe Ehildren 
of the parents here deferibed are fuch, according to ‘Propofition 5" 
& 6%. therefore they are meet and lawful fubjects of Baptifm, or 
have rightto be baptized. And Communion of Churches infersfuch 
acts asthisis, 2:10 baptize a fit fubje& of Baptifm, though a mem- 
ber of another Church, when the fame is orderly defired. (See Plu 
form of Difcipline, chapet§.felt.4.) For look asevery Church hath a 
double confideration, 2:2. 1. OF its own conftitution and commu- 
nion within it felf; 2. Of that communion which it holds and ought 
to maintain with other Churches: So the Officer (he P./tor or 
Teache:) thereof, isthere fet, 1. To adminifter to this Church con- 
ftanily ; 2. Todo a&sof Communion sccafonally, (viz: fuch as be- 
long tohis Office, as Buptszmg doth) refpeéting the members of 
other Churches, with whom this Church holds or ought to hold 
2, To refufe communion with atrue Church in /an- 


communion. 
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full and pious aftions, is unlawfal, and juftly accounted Schifmatical, 
For if the Charch be true, Chri(t holdeth fome communion with it ; 
therefore fo muft we : ‘but if we will not bave communion With it 
in thofe aéts that are good and pious; then in none at all.: Toral /e- 
paration from a trae Church; isunlawful: But todeny communion 
in good adtions, is to make a total feparation.... Now to baptizea 
fit fubjed, as is the childe in queftion; is «Zawfull and pions ativon,and 
therefore by virtue of Communion of Churches, inthe cafe mentioned 
to beattended. Andif Baptisms lawfully adminifired, may aad ought 
to be received by us for our Ehildrenin another true Church, where 
Providence fo cafts us,as that We cannot have it in our own, (as doubt 
lef it may and ought to be :) then alfo we may aud ought inlike cafe 
to difpenfe Bapi{m, when-defired, to. meet and tawfall { abj eft, being 2 
member of another Church. To deny or refufe either of chefe, 
Would be an unjuftifiable refufing of Communion of Churches, and 
tending to finful feparation.- = 

2. Such as remove their habitation, ought orderly to covenant and fuk- 

j & themjelves to the Government of Cor ft in the Church, where they 
jetile their abode, and fo their children 10 be baptized; 1s Becaufe the 
regularly baptized’ are ai/ciples, and under the Difcline and Go- 
veinmentof Chrift: But they that areabfolutely removed from the 
Church whereof they’ were, {6 asto be uncapable of being under 
Di(cipline there, fhall be under it no where, if not inthe Churéh 
where they inhabit: They that would have Church-priviledges ought 
to be. sider Church-power? But thefe will besunder; no Charch- 
power, but as lambs ma large place, i€“not under it there whete their 
(etled abode is. 2+ Every Chriftian ought:to. covenant for bimfelf 
and his fhildren, or profeffedly to give up himfelf and histo the 
Lord and thatsn the way of bis Ordimantes, Dewt.26 17; G 12 §« 
and explicite covenanting is aduty, efpecially where we. are called to 
it, and have opportunity for it: nor can they well!be {aid to cove- 

~ nant implicitey, thatdo explicitely refufe a prof fled covenanting, 
when called thereunto And efpecially this covenanting is aduty, 
when we would partake of fuch a Church-priviledge, as Baptifin for 
our fhildren is But the pareftts in queftion will now be profe/fed cv- 
wenantersno where, if, Not ia the Church wheeetheir fixed babiration 
is, Therefore they onght orderly to copenantibere, and [other children 
uae 
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to be baptized. 3. Torefufe covenanting and fubjection to Chrift’s 
Government in the Chur€h where they live, being fo removed, as to 
be utterly uncapable of it elfwhere, would bea walking asforderly, 
and would too muh favour of profanenc{s and feparaton 5 aod 
heace to adminifter Baptifm to the €hildren of fu€has ffand in that 
way, would be to adminifter Chrift’s Ordinances to fuéh as arein 4 
way of -fin and deforder; whith ought not to be, 2 Tuff. 3. 6, 
1 Chron.1§.13- and would be contrary to that Rule, 1 C ore14-40- 
Let all things be done d cently and in ov dere 


PRE Sith Oy ARS ie 


Queft. II. IM se according +0 she Wordof God there ought t0 be 
“WV a (onfociation of Churches,.and what fhould be the 
manner of it? 

eAnfw. The Anfwer may be briefly given in the Propofitions 
following. . 

x. Every Church or particular Congregation of vifible Saints in 
Gofpel-order, being furnifhed with aPresbytery, at leaft with aT eat he 
ing Elder, and walking together in truth and peace, hath received from 
the Lord Pefus full power and authority Ecclefiaftical within st felf, 
regularly to adminifter alt she Ordinances of Chrift, and isnot under any 
othr Eccleaftical Furifdittion whatjoever, For to 4u€h a Chu. és 
Chrifthath given the Keyet of the Kingdome of Heaven, that what 
they binde or boofe on earth, fhalt be boundor loofid in heaven, Matt.16. 
39, &18.17,18. Elders are ordained in every Church, A&Ss 14-23- 
Tit... and are thereitr authorized officially. tor admimiter in thre 
Word, Prayer, Sacraments and Cenfures, AZat.28:19,20- Alls 6.4 
1 Coreg. 3. OF 5.4312 Alls 20.2861 Tim. 507+ O35: The 
reproving of the Churth of (ormrb. and of the Afan Chuithes fe- 
vetally, imports they had power, eath of them within themfelves, 
to reform the abufes that were amongft them,1 Cor. 5. Kev.2 14:70- 
Fience it follows, that Confociation of Churghes isnot to hinder 
the exarcife of this power, but by counfel from the Word of God 
to direct and ftrengthen the fame upon albyatt occafiuns. - 

2. The Churches of Chrift do ftand in 4 fifterly relation eich to 
other,Cant.8.8. being united in the [ame Faith and Ordir, Eph.4.5- 
Co).2.5. to walk, by the fame Ree, Phil. 3,162 #0 the exercife of the 
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Jame Crdinances for the fame ends, Eph. 14,12,1 3- 1 Cor.16.2: 

wnder one and the fame political Head, ihe Lord fe/4s Ch if, Eph.1- 

22,23. 8 4.5. Reve 2.. | Whiéh Union infersa Communion 

futable thereunto, 
3+ (Communion of Churches is the faithfull improvement of the gifts 

of Chrift beflowed upon them for bis fervite and glory, and their mur 
tuall good and edification, according to capacity and opportunity. 1 Pete 

¢+10,1f. 1 Cort2. 4,76 & 10.24, 1 Cor3. 21,22. Cantic 8.9. 

Kom 1.15. Gal.6.10. 

40 Atts of Communion of Churches are {uch as thefe: 
5. Hearty Care and Prayer one for another , 2 Cor. 11. 284 
Cant.8.8 Rom.1.9. Coloff, 1.9 Eph.6,18, : ; 
2. Zoafford Relief by communication of thesr Gifts in Temporai 
* Spirtrual neceffities, Rom.15.26,27. A&s 11.22,29. 2Cot. 
U,45T4e P 
3« To maintain Uni'y and Peace, by Living account one to another 
of. their publick, actions, when st 1s orderly defired, AAS 11.2,3, 
4-18. Jofh. 22.13.21,30- 1 Cor.to 32. and to firengthen 
one another tn thew regular Adnunifirations; as in fpectal by a 
concurrent teffimony againft perfons jujtly cenfured, AGS 15.41. 
& 16.45. 2 Tim4.15. 2 Theff.3.24. 
4. To feckard accept Help from, and give Help unto each other : 
ci; Incafe of Divsfions aud Contentsons, whereby the peace of 
any Church is diflurbed, A&s 15.2, 

2. In mateers of more then ordinary importance, {Prov.24.66 
& 15.22] as Ordination, Tranflation, and Depoficson of 
Elders, and {uch like, 1 Tim.5.22. 

3, Lsdoubtful and difficult 9 -cftions and Controverfies, Doftri- 
nal or Prattical, that may avife,AXs 1s 2,6. 

4. For the rectifying of mal-Admnnsfrations, and healing of 

| Erronrs and Scandals, that are unhealed among themfelvet, 





3 fohn ver:9,10, 2 Gor.2. 6--11. 2 Cor.s§. Rev: 2:44,1F 
16. 2 Cw 412.2021. 13 2.  Chur€hes now have need 
of help in like cafes, as well as Churches then. Chrift’s 
care is ftill for whole Churches, as well as for particular 
perfons ; and Apoftles being now ceafed, there remains 
the duty of brotherly love,and mutual care and help‘ulnefs 
{ icumbent upon Churches, efpecially Elders for that end. 
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5+ Jn love and faithfulnefi to take notice of the Troubles and Dif- 
ficulties, Errors and Scandals of another Church, and to admin 
nisfter help (when the cafe manifeffly calls for st) though they. 
fhoutd (oneglett their own £20d and duty, as not to feck 1, Exo 
23-4,5. Prov.24.11,12. ee 

6. To Admomfh one anaher when there i need and canfe for its 
and «fier due means with patience ufed,to withdraw froma Church 
or peccant party therein, obfiinacly perfifting in Exrour or Scat- 
dal; as in the ‘Platform of ‘Difciphne (chap. 15. [e.2. partic, 
3+) is more at large declared: Gal. 2. 11-144 2 The. 3.6. 
Rom.16.37. 

5+ Confocsatson of Charchety is. thew mutual and folemn Agree- 
ment to exercife communion in {uch ack, as afurefidy amongs} toem- 
felvesswith [pecial reference to ebofe Churches, which by providence are 
planted in aconvenient vicinity, though worth liberty referved without of- 
fence; to make ufeof others, as the nature of the cafe, or the advantage of 
opportunuy may leadthereunto, 

6. The Churchesof Chriftin this Countrey having fo good opportu 
nity for it, it is meet to be commended to them, as their duty thus to cone 
fociaree For 1. Communion of Churfthes being commanded, 
and Confociation being but an Agreement to praétife it, this muit 
needs be aduty alfo, P/ai.119.106, DN ehem.: 0.2829. 2. bal 
an A poftle fought with mufhlabour the conference, concurrence 
and right hand of felluo{hip of other Apoftles: and ordinary Elders 
and Churfhes bave not lefs need ea€h of other, to prevent their 
running 12 pain, Gale 2.2,6,9. 36 Ibofe general Scripture-rules 
touthing the need and ufe of counfeliand help in weighty cafes, 
concern all Societies and Polities, Ecclefiaftical as well as Civil, 
Prov.stig. G 15622. G 20.18. & 24.5, Ecch fig. 9,310,126 
4. The pattern in s4c#s 15. holds forth a warrant for Councils, 
whi€h may be greater or lefler, as the matter fhall require. 
§. Concurrence and Communion of -Churgéhesin-Gofpel-times, is 
not obfcurely heldforthin J/2.19.23,24,25. Zeph 3.9. 1 Corte 
16, © 14.32,36. 6. There bath conftantly been in thefe Churches 
a profeflionof Communion, in giving the right hand of fillow- 
fhip at the gathering of Chrréhes, and Ordination of Elders : 


Whith importeth a Confociation, and obligeth to the practice 
thereof. 
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